Gates Presbyterian Church &

September 2025 Harbinger

1049 Wegman Road
% Rochester, NY 14624

585-247-5292
gatespres.org

September 1
September 7

September 9
September 21
September 27

September 28

Coming Up - Read more inside

GPC Office Closed—Labor Day
Blessing of the Backpacks
Start of Choir and Jr Choir
Start of Sunday School
Rebecca’s Circle

Worship at Homesteads for Hope
Mission Food and

Personal Hygiene Collection
Men’s Breakfast

Ministry Fair

Blessing of the Bricks

Ice Cream Social




From Rev. Laura Bachmann

It’s obvious, isn’t it? The place where your treasure is, is the place you
will most want to be, and end up being. Luke 12:33 (MSG)

Dear GPC community,
As we begin our program year again, blessing our children and teachers
as they return to school, and preparing for all the ways we hope to be
the church in the world this year, we can look ahead to a full month -
the annual ministry fair and the blessing of the bricks, an ice-cream
social and new off-site worship at Homesteads for Hope, the beginning again of children’s and
adult choir, Sunday School and our Weekend Food Ministry, a growing partnership with El
Shaddai and greeting the children in the tutoring program where so many of us volunteer.
There is much to be thankful for and hopeful about.
At this time, when the world contains a deep brokenness that targets the vulnerable and the
weary, the marginalized and the different, it matters a great deal where we invest our time and
our energy and our resources because truly, where our treasure is, where we focus most of our
attention and energy, is where our hearts will also live. In this moment when immigrants and
refugees are increasingly at risk for unlawful detention; when members of our queer community
regularly wonder whether they can access health care, or expect to be treated with respect; when
the hungry and the unhoused are increasingly finding that the places where they used to receive
help and support are now also without resources to share; in this moment, investing in places
that respond to these challenges with love and welcome and material help is a form of creative
resistance that we must all embrace. And the more we invest, the more our spirit of love and
generosity will grow, and the more we will want to do, to actively love our neighbors.
Sometimes, it may seem that the forces arrayed against love are simply too strong for us to
counter. It may seem that our small efforts to make a call to advocate for a piece of legislation,
or buy a meal to offer one who is hungry, or donate funds to a non-profit that has lost its grants,
are too tiny to make any kind of meaningful dent in the hatred being directed at the vulnerable
in our communities. But, together, we can move mountains. Each of our small acts to invest
resources in loving responses, combined with the small acts of our neighbors, amplifies the good
being accomplished. These communal efforts build momentum, and encourage new supporters,
and renew the spirits of those laboring in the trenches. Together, we can resist hate and stick to
love, and grow God’s kin-dom so that all can thrive and be fed, housed, employed, healed and
welcomed.
As we head into a new year, let us be intentional about investing the resources of our whole
selves in places where love can expand and grow and push back against those forces that
promote hatred and espouse models of scarcity and fan the flames of fear. The love Jesus
teaches us to offer and receive is far stronger than any life-denying efforts, no matter how
loudly they demand our attention. Let us move forward in peace, love and hope. Together.
Peace,

Laura




GPC Ministry Fair
Do you find yourself wondering how you
can become more involved in our
GPC community?
Are you ready for a new challenge or
interested in leading something new?
Then you won’t want to miss worship
on Sunday, September 28.
We will be hosting a our Ministry Fair as part
of worship. Learn about the many ministry
teams in our community and sign up to help
one of them or, if you have an idea that you
just can’t get out of your head, share it that
morning and invite like-minded people to join
you in exploring it further.
Don’t forget to bring your calendars so you
can choose the times that best suit you to
serve and reserve them by signing up now.
Here is a sampling of GPC ministries

Which one fits you best?

Memorial Garden

This summer we expanded our Memorial Garden.

Come visit anytime!
JOIN US for
Blessing of the Bricks
Sunday, September 28, 2025
Following Worship
STAY for our Ice Cream Social
to celebrate all of our loved ones

who are remembered in the garden

Matthew 25 Ministries
Feeding Ministries
Partnership with EI Shaddai
Advocacy work
Team to provide simple soup and bread
dinners for occasional book
Studies and formation classes
Visitors/new member ministry
Children’s Ministry
Teaching Sunday School
Subbing in the nursery
Confirmation Class
Tutoring Program
Christmas pageant
Worship and Music
Choirs
Special music
Cabaret and Coffeehouse
Concerts? Open Mic?
Public Worship Team
Free Space Table
People can come with an idea that they
would like to lead and invite people to join
them in the effort

.

Worship Announcement

Do you find yourself imagining a new way to design our worship?
Do you like to play with words and music and art and imagine how
they can create community? Consider joining our new ad hoc
team of worship planners. Our first service will be on Sunday,
September 21 at Homesteads for Hope.

Please bring a bagged lunch!

Contact Pastor Laura if you want to learn more.



Mission News

Mission continues to be a vital and active part of GPC!! Even though it is
Summertime, we are not taking a break and keep pushing forward!!!

We continue to keep our long-time member Allan Waugh in our thoughts and
prayers as he recovers from a serious fall from a ladder and is now in St. Ann’s
receiving care and therapy. In other news, we welcomed two new members to
the mission a couple of months back - Derek Peacock and Chris Arcara! As
the need for mission is continuing to grow and the challenges are many, we will welcome
anyone else who can give an hour, a day or a lifetime of commitment to serving our human
family!

We continue with our monthly food and hygiene collection on the fourth Saturday of each month
(except some holidays) and on July 26 close to 200 pounds of food and hygiene goods were
donated to SWEM!! This included donations from outside of our church walls, so the word is
getting out!

We sent some financial support to the Grace House, where the staff there provides shelter, food
and counselling for men in need. Our many thanks to the Rev. Jim Crowley and his staff there
for doing this work for God. We also sent money to the Third Presbyterian Church to buy
supplies to make beds for children who need one. This was a project through the Sleep in
Heavenly Peace organization. We will be collecting school supplies for children. All donations
can be dropped off in the box in the narthex.

We are reaching out to Rev. Sam Kinsman at the U of R to set some dates to provide and have
dinner with the protestant students there. We hope to get two dates with them - once in the fall
and another in the spring. These dinners have been fun and rewarding. It's great to meet these
young people and hear their dreams and their challenges. They give us hope for the future in
dark times!!

We continue to explore and grow our relationship with the El Shaddai Church. What a huge
blessing this has been as we discern where God is calling us in this venture! Last spring, we
partnered with them and started a tutoring program for the wonderful children in the church. It
was a lot of fun and even the teachers were learning from the students!! It was capped off with
a picnic and outdoor games at the end of the school year in June. We are looking forward to
continuing to grow this mission and volunteers are always welcomed to help us do just that!!
The Guatemala Partners committee of the mission team also recently voted in favor of sending
money to Qachuu Aloom in Rabinal to support a vigorous project to reestablish a native tomato
variety that had been wiped out during the years of the genocide there. Sarah Montgomery of
The Garden’s Edge in Albuquerque, NM had discovered these native seeds were being stored in
the World Seed Bank. She was able to receive some seeds from them, and they are now, once
again, living and thriving in gardens supported by Qachuu Aloom in various gardens around
Rabinal. $4,000 was sent to support this endeavor as it will create jobs and healthy, tasty food
for the region. Having good jobs will help prevent others from migrating to the US to find jobs.
We also allocated $1,000 to the White Corn Project at Ganondagan in Victor. The
Haudenosaunee people there have been most generous to our Mayan visitors on three various
occasions, and they have shared stories and learned from each other. The White Corn Project is
so similar to the Amaranth flour project we have supported for many years in Rabinal! We also
sent $1,000 to Rights Action to support human rights and legal protection for the Mayan
people. This was money raised from the flower sales.

We have not been standing still by any means, and it is a tribute to the support from GPC
members and friends. Many thanks from the Mission Team and from the people and lives GPC
has touched.




School supplies for

El Shaddai

The mission team is
collecting school supplies for
the El Shaddai children, and
any in our congregation who
may need this support. If you
are in a store where school

Here is the City School
supply list.

K-3rd grade

School Supplies Sample
Glue sticks (6-9 or 3-4 packs)
2 boxes of Kleenex

1 composition notebook
1-24 count crayons

4th to 6th grade

4 Two-pocket folders

2-3 One subject spiral wide
rule notebook

1 pack of 150 count wide
ruled filler paper

2-3 composition notebooks
3-12 packs of #2

supplies on sale, consider 1 pair of blunt tip Fiskars pencils ‘ 1
picking up some for this scissors 1 box of Kleenex

collection. Any donations, 1 dozen #2 pencils Erasers \ i
such as backpacks, pencils, 2-3 Two Pocket Folders 3-4 glue sticks back to
crayons, notebooks, etc. can  Erasers 1 pair of scissors gc”Ml
be dropped off in the labeled  Headphones Headphones

box in the narthex.

El Shaddai Tutoring

“Every child holds God-given potential.
Together, we ensure no child is left behind-
each child is equipped to shine and thrive!”

El Shaddai Website

If you really want to be blessed you will have to
join us on Wednesday nights for tutoring with
our EI Shaddai friends! You will be totally
energized by their sweet spirit...and at the end
of the day, it’s guaranteed you will have a good
night’'s sleep!!!! The program has grown to 29
students... all 25 are returning from last year,
plus we welcome 4 new friends!!! We would
love to have you join us!

You don’t have to be a teacher, you just have
to love kids!

We generally help them with homework, read
with them, play learning games and work on
the computer... and even have a movement
break plus time for snacks!

We meet on Wednesday nights here in our SS
classroom from 5-6:30, and will start on
October 1st.

Please, seriously consider
joining our efforts;
we promise you will be blessed!

designed by & freepik.com

Options...

If this weekly commitment doesn’t work for
you...consider being a sub and filling in
when needed.

If working in a classroom setting is not your
thing...consider helping with transportation
to and from tutoring classes.

If you're good with computers, consider being
our “computer tutor” helping the kids
navigate the different leveled computer
work. High School seniors... this could be a
great way to earn PIG credit and a be great
help to this program!

We also could find a home for more laptops...
if you have an old one you’re not using and
would like to donate.

So what do you have to do
to join the “Tutor Gang”???

You have to fill out a Tutor Form and have a
background check from GPC. There is a $12
fee for this background check, but Mission
will gladly pay this if needed.

There are copies of these forms on the kiosk
under Mission, or you can go to

www.elshaddaichurch.net and send your
contact info to Heritage. He will send forms
for you to download, print and fill out.



http://www.elshaddaichurch.net

Feeding Ministries

September is a notable month for our On-going needs include the following:
Feeding Ministries. Tuna - cans & pouches

We will begin our sixth year providing lunches Peanut Butter - large jars & single serve
for our neighbors who visit St. Joe's each cups

Tuesday. That translates to more than Fruit cups/Applesauce

40,000 sandwiches! Granola Bars

The 2025/2026 School Year is our fourth Cookies

year of packing Weekend Food Bags for Sandwich crackers (PB & Cheese, etc.)
students and Walt Disney and Neil Armstrong Mayo

Elementary Schools. Chips

Cereal singles
Oatmeal packets
Meal cups (Mac & Cheese, Chef Boyardee,

Hormel, etc)
Ramen
The continued success and resilience of Fruit chews
these programs is fully attributed to the Napkins
generosity of our congregation. Your Seasonal treats (Holiday candy, etc)

unwavering support is much appreciated.

Please join us for a Blessing of the Backpacks during worship on
September 7. We will pray for the children of our community, both
within GPC and beyond our walls, as they and their teachers and
families begin the new school year. All are welcome, with or without a
backpack in tow!

Sunday School is back in session on Sunday, September 7!
If you feel called to serve as a Sunday School teacher, please
email Katie Steinmiller (Kathryn.steinmiller@gmail.com)

Adult Choir resumes on Sunday, September 7 with rehearsal in
Room 2 at 9 AM. We will sing in worship each week throughout the
year beginning September 7.

Jr Choir Rehearsals

We will be starting again on September 7.
The other dates in September are
September 14 and 28. We will NOT
rehearse on Sept 21.



mailto:Kathryn.steinmiller@gmail.com

GPC in the Town of Gates Parade!
Find out more!

Bill Gillette, the Town of Gates historian and GPC
member, has asked GPC to participate in the July
26, 2026 town parade for the 250th anniversary
of the USA. The Town of Gates was incorporated in
1813 and GPC followed 15 years later in 1828.

It might be a lot of fun to design a float for the parade and then have a group
of folks build out the design!! We have almost a full year to do this, so it
doesn’t have to be done tomorrow or in a big rush and would let our Gates
community know about us. You can volunteer in several ways and donate as
much time and talent as you wish.

Design, construction, costumes, research, music, financial donations, signs,
banners, etc. can all be incorporated. This is a chance to celebrate our history
and long relationship within the Town of Gates.

Free images.com

Contact Tom at (585) 261-2175/rtward73@outlook.com or
Keith at keithahadley@gmail.com to volunteer or if you have any questions.

freeimages.com

Rebecca Circle will meet on Tuesday, September 9th from 10:30-12:30. Please
bring a lunch or snack along with a drink for lunch. Join us for a fun, relaxing time,
and great conversation. Ladies of GPC, if you haven't
joined us before, please consider joining us in
September. Looking forward to catching up with
everyone about your summer fun!

Men’s Breakfast
We will be starting back up in September. It will be held
- - every month, on the last Sunday. We meet at 8:15 am in
%5 » the Fellowship Hall. Please contact Adam Switzer if you

e would like to join or have questions.



Deacons
Please keep in your thoughts and prayers...

Kong Xiong Wang "Roger" who was recently
incarcerated at the Federal Detention Facility in
Batavia. He is a political refugee from China due to the
Tiananmen Square government crack-down, but that
status is no longer accepted by the current
administration. Jim Renfrew visited him on Monday.
Please pray for Roger and his family, fearful and
separated.

Tom Ward, who fell off ladder and badly shattered his
ankle. Prayers for him and Irene as he waits for 2nd
surgery and after, his recovery goes smoothly.

Whit Beckett, who was at Strong and is being treated
for pneumonia.

Bob Paro, who has had a bad cough all summer with
no relief.

Those affected by the Texas flood, especially the
victims and their families.

Tom Ward'’s friend going through a difficult time,
emotionally, mentally and spiritually.

Tracy Burkovich’s young friend, Auston, whose parents
are divorced and is having a hard time.

Alex MacFarlane’s uncle, Allen Burnham, with a
problem with his knee.

Sam Burkovich’s recovery from
surgery.

Dorothy Mundt’s daughter’s father- <,
in-law, Bob, who is in hospice.
Collyn Paquin’s recovery after
having surgery for his mouth.
Andrea Unson’s dad, Peter Hinchey, as he continues to
grieve the loss of his wife of 64 years, and Andrea’s
brother, Frank, as he continues to be caregiver of her
dad.

Adam Switzer’s friend who is dealing with some health
issues.

A baby girl in El Shaddai Church community diagnosed
with RBI, receiving treatment.

Elaine Vella, Andrea Unson'’s friend she visits, had a
stroke

Tess McKeel's friend, Joette, whose daughter was
diagnosed with leukemia.

All the brokenhearted and weary.

For children with learning disabilities and their
families.

All who are experiencing fear in this time.

All those needing prayers and preferring privacy,
whose names are known to God.

Vulnerable people all around the world who are
suffering violence in the form of bullets and bombs,
unlawful detention, starvation, wars and
imprisonment, that we may all work toward a peace
that affirms and values all life.

For all those who continue to grieve the loss of loved
ones, that they may feel your spirit surrounding and
holding them up, and that they may continue to heal
and find new ways to feel whole.

¢ For Churchview Commons and our partnership with
the YWCA and Pathstone, that your Spirit may guide us
as we prepare to welcome new neighbors to our
community.

e The Dream Team as they continue their work, that God
will guide them as they work together to discern God's
vision for our life and ministry together.

e For all refugees, valued immigrant workers and their
families, with very real fears about plans for massive
deportation. They are our neighbors. And prayers for
those stepping up to protect and defend these
vulnerable ones.

e For all in our nation, national and local leaders and
community members alike, that we may work together
to advocate for the common good in the months and
years ahead.

e For peace to prevail in all places where war is killing
and injuring people, destroying communities and
polluting the earth. For leaders involved in
negotiations, that wisdom will prevail and peace may
take root. Help us, O Lord, to affirm our common
humanity so that in our differences we may build
together for justice and peace.

Prayers of thanksgiving for:

¢ Rena Bills celebrates her 95t birthday!

e Jenna (Steinmiller) and her husband,

Adam celebrating the birth of their daughter Cecelia.

e Tracy Burkovich’s friend, Barb, who finally went home
from the hospital this week.

e Expressed by Princess for reaching the age of 65.
Praying for safety and strength moving through the
world as a senior.

Our deepest sympathy and prayers for God’s comfort,

strength, and peace for:

e The family of Sam McCutchen, Dan Charcholla’s
neighbor. Prayers for all who loved Sam.

e The family of Louis Brongo, Linda Sidore’s uncle.
Prayers for all who loved Uncle Louie.

o William Walker, dealing with the death of his mother
and the details of her house.

Continued prayers for: Nolan Family, Arcara/Ortman

Family, Frona Rossman's family and friends, Incardona

Family, Keith VanNostrand’s family and friends, Downs

Family, Bauman Family, Mancini Family, John Belt,

Hannah and Lori Walker, Kelly Cox’s friend, Rebecca, Al

Waugh, Linda Beattie’s friend, Fran Murphy, Karen

D'Agostino, Katie Steinmiller’s sister, Jessie, Linda Allen,

Jill Corey, Ramisa, Laura’s Uncle Mike Flint, Linda

Beattie’s cousin’s daughter, MaKenna, Barb Snaith’s

cousin, Chip, and friend, Ria, Doris Barney, Tracy

Burkovich’s sister in law, Sue, and husband Jim, Laura’s

brother in law, Peter Chemery, those affected by the

devastating floods, wildfires, tornados, and earthquakes,
the Indian State of Manipur, Ukraine, Israel, Palestine,

Lebanon, Yemen, South Sudan, the Congo, Bangladesh

Iran, and all those experiencing violence, war and

natural disasters.



Library News
Two new displays of family and related books are set up in the GPC Library. Topics

discuss the chaos we may feel as we end the summer and suggestions for easing into
fall activities. Check them out! See you in the Library!

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Bonnie Beckett began this ministry in 2004 and to date 640 shawls have been created

and presented to many of our congregation and their families and friends, along with
many members of the community. Our group currently has four knitters along with two
church members who crochet. Currently we are working on hat/scarf sets for St Joe's
this fall, hoping to have three dozen ready by then. Please contact Dorothy Mundt if you
know of someone in need of the comfort of a prayer shawl, we have a variety of colors,
patterns, etc. We continue to meet monthly in honor of Bonnie.

This group meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 1:00 p.m. in room 16.

LOOK how far we have come!!!

——

Photo W. Dassero

Churchview Commons - our partnership for affordable housing

Gates Presbyterian Church has partnered with PathStone Corporation, developer of
affordable housing, having entered into a 99-year land lease agreement for PathStone to
build a two story 45 unit apartment building on land behind the church. CHURCHVIEW
COMMONS will consist of 24 - 1 bedroom and 21 - 2 bedroom units. We have also
partnered with the YWCA of Rochester whose mission is to offer a continuum of
supportive housing resources to single women and families who need a safe and secure
home during times of crisis or homelessness. Read more about this partnership here.
Go to News - Gates Presbyterian Church for more photos.



https://gatespres.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/ChurchviewCommons.pdf
https://gatespres.org/news/

GPC Events Calendar — September

To view the up-to-date information go to the online GPC calendar.
Team Leaders - please send updates to the office.
Updates are made Tuesday through Friday.

Sun Mon Tues Wed | Thurs | Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
GPC Office Closed 1pm Prayer
(Labor Day) Shawl (16)
8:30am St. Joe’s 6pm Dream
Sandwich Crew Team (1)
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9am Choir (1) 8:30am St. Joe’s 10:30am
10am Worship, Sandwich Crew Rebecca Cir (1)
Blessing of the 1 pm Library 6:30pm
Backpacks, Ministry Deacons (1)
Sunday School 6:00 Mission (1)
11am Jr Choir 6pm Trustees
(zoom)

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9am Choir (1) 8:30am St. Joe’s Personnel October
10am Worship, Sandwich Crew Committee Harbinger
Sunday School (Zoom) due before
11am Jr Choir 21st

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
10am Worship at | 8:30am St. Joe’s Office Closed 11am
Homesteads for Sandwich Crew Mission
Hope 1 pm Library Food/
Ministry Personal
Hygiene
Collection
28 29 30
8:15 Men’s 8:30am St. Joe's
Breakfast Sandwich Crew

9am Choir (1)
10am Worship,
Sunday School,

Ministry Fair,

11am Jr Choir

Blessing of the

Bricks,
Ice Cream Social

The above listing reflects only GPC
related meetings/events. For a full
listing of our building use, please see
our online calendar at gatespres.org
calendar



https://gatespres.org/calendar/
https://gatespres.org/calendar/

Worship Support Schedule

Date Liturgist Greeter Usher Communion Servers
Team
Sep 7 Kathy Wakeman Nora Bush 4 Laura & Liturgist

Sep 14 | Elder Jan Beutner-Shirtz | Elder Jan Beutner-Shirtz 5

Sep 21 Larry Wakeman 6

Sep 28 David Weber Elder Jan Beutner-Shirtz 1

Greeters Needed - Greeter dates through January 2026 are available
on the sign up. Please consider signing up to fill one
(or more) of these dates.
You can sign up online here: Greeter Sign Up

Please note that the current schedule for Worship Support is how on
the website. Go to the Resources page on the website to view.
Changes have occurred since the schedule was shared at the

beginning of the year. If you switch with someone, please let the
office know and the sheet will be updated. This ensures that the
information in church communications is accurate. Thank you.

Guatemala Hanging Basket News

It has come to my attention that there have been an unusually large number of the
hanging baskets that have fallen from the hanger and crash to the ground. While there
may be a limited number of failures from wind, perhaps, | have never experienced such a
widespread failure rate as | saw this year.

| reached out to our supplier and, since | had two baskets of my own also fail, | was able
to take photos of the problem and the point of failure.

Our vendor immediately reached out to me to thank me for bringing this to their
attention. They had other reports as well and have been in touch with their supplier who
has admitted that they had a problem with this batch. They have identified the problem
and have made the necessary changes to correct the problem.

| apologize if this has happened to you and if | can do anything to
make amends, | am willing to do so. Feel free to contact me
at rtward73@outlook.com

Thank you for your support!

Tom Ward, Guatemala Partners of GPC



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050C49AEA623A1F49-47023926-gpcfront
https://gatespres.org/resources/
mailto:rtward73@outlook.com

Save the Dates
for October

October1  Homelessness Advocacy
El Shaddai Tutoring Starts
October 2  Monthly Mid Day Worship Service Start
October 4  Cozy Cabaret
October 5 World Communion Day and Peace and Global Witness
October7  Bible Study Starts
October 20 Anti-racist Training Starts
October Date tbd Golf Event

Community Forum On Homelessness in Monroe County:
Understanding Scope, Cost, and Solutions!

Join us Wednesday, October 1 at 6:30 pm as we host a community forum on
homelessness in Monroe County. Dr. Janelle Duda-Banwar will present current data on
local homelessness, and a panel representing the Housing Action Collective will discuss
outreach efforts, wrap around services, effective shelter, and advocacy opportunities.
This presentation is important to our commitments as a Matthew 25 congregation.
Bring your friends and your questions!

Community Forum On
Homelessness in Monroe County:

Understanding Scope, Cost, and
Solutions!

Join the Housing Action Collective to discuss:

- Outreach - Wrap Around Services
- Effective Shelter - Advocacy

Gates Presbyterian Church
1049 Wegman Rd, 14624

Wednesday Oct 1st- 6:30PM

Presented By:

Gates Presbyterian Church, MC
Collaborative, Family Promise, &
Other Community Organizations

& 585-247-5292
office@gatespres.org




Mid-Day Worship Services will begin again in October.
They will continue the 1st Thursday of the month.

Upcoming dates are October 2, November 6, December 4.

Join us for the Cozy Cabaret on Saturday, October 4!
Time: 6:30pm - 8:30pm

Admission: free

Donations welcome to benefit the El Shaddai Tutoring Program

October 5 World Communion Day
and Peace and Global Witness Offering
Building a More Just and Peaceful World
The Peace & Global Witness Offering equips
God's people to be active peacemakers and
enables the Church to promote the peace of
Christ by addressing systems of injustice in
our own communities and around the world.
Please give generously. When we all do a

little, it adds up to a lot! AL pr CACE
Visit pcusa.org/give/peace-global for more = e
| PEACEMAKING AND RECONCILIATION

information or to give online.

Bible Study

Bible study is currently on hiatus for the summer and will
return on Tuesday, October 7. We meet on Tuesdays at 4pm
in room 1. We will follow the year C revised common
lectionary. At the beginning of Advent, November 30, we
will move to Year A. Passages for each week can be found
here (https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/).



http://pcusa.org/give/peace-global
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/

Anti-racism Workshops

As part of GPC's ongoing Matthew 25 commitment, and in accordance with our church's
anti-racism policy, we look forward to welcoming a team from Third Presbyterian Church

to lead us in a series of anti-racism workshops this fall. We will meet on five consecutive
Monday Evenings from Oct 20 - Nov 17 from 5:30 pm - 7:30pm. A light soup supper will

be served as part of our time together.

The course aims to engage the layperson in listening, learning, and participating in the
work of dismantling structural racism. The suggested related materials are to be
reviewed by each participant before each session. Each two hour session includes a
meal, begins with discussing a relevant biblical passage, then takes up the preparatory

materials.
p

Session 1. Racism

Session 2. White Dominant Power 3
Session 3. Structural Racism

Session 4. Institutional Values and Characteristics

Session 5. Organizing theme: “Are we ready?”

Participation is limited to 15. Please let Sue (GPC Office) know if you would like to
participate.

Golf Anyone?

Interested in a golf outing in early October?

We would like to make it happen!

Mixed foursomes, 9 holes with carts, lite lunch at Craigie Brae in
Scottsville.

(4391 Union St, Scottsville, NY 14546)
If interested, contact Adam or Dan.

/
N

If we get 4 or 5 foursomes we will give it a go.
We are hoping that this will be the beginning of an annual GPC
Golf Fundraiser.

We will be sure to schedule the golfing to not conflict with watch-
ing the BILLS games!

i
o
i



Prayer Shawl Ministry
Anyone in need of a prayer shawl, for themselves or a friend or family member, please
contact Dorothy Mundt.

Congregational Care

Anyone wishing to let us know of someone needing our care and concern, please
contact Linda Sidore at 314-4437, Imsidore@yahoo.com. You can also contact
Ginny Smith at 247-5563 to place your person and their concern on the confidential
prayer chain.

Contact Information Rev. Laura Bachmann, Pastor laura@gatespres.org

From the Office

Beginning Sept 2
Office Hours:
Tuesday 10 am to 3 pm
Wednesday 9 am to 2 pm
Thursday 10 am to 3 pm
Friday 9 am to 2 pm

October Harbinger submissions are due September 21.

(please note images are from freepik.com)

Per Capita

Per Capita is a set amount of money (apportionment) per member that our congregation
pays to the larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as a religious and moral commitment.

It establishes a minimum level of financial participation in the vital work of our

church. With this year’'s commitment we work together with other Presbyterian Churches
in our presbytery and across the country to further the mission of Jesus Christ around the
world. We benefit from the gifts, skills, vision and ministry of each other when we come
together. Your Per Capita pays for the programs, training and resources that help us work
together to benefit all.

You can put your check in a plain envelope marked Per Capita and place in the offering
basket or mail it to the church office.

2025 Per Capita Amount: $38.50 per member

If you would like to pay your Per Capita online, you may do so by clicking HERE



mailto:lmsidore@yahoo.com
mailto:laura@gatespres.org
https://gatespresbyterian.breezechms.com/give/online

Gates Presbyterian Church
1049 Wegman Road
Rochester, NY 14624

Useful Info

Join us for worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. We’d love to see you in person in our sanctuary,
but if that doesn’t work for you, you can join us online via our YouTube channel
(https://www.youtube.com/c/GatesPresbyterianChurch).

Visit our website (https://gatespres.org) where you’ll find a lot of information about our church, our
Mission, Values & Beliefs, and learn about the various local missions that we support.

Follow us on Facebook (Gates Presbyterian Church) to stay up to date on news & events.

Want to volunteer, but don’t know where you’d fit in? Check out our “How to Get Involved at GPC”
brochure. This document outlines the various committees & groups at GPC and some of the things
they do.

Generosity
There are several ways that you can make a donation to GPC.
Online here. You can use a credit card or pay via ACH/bank transfer.
Make a one-time payment or set up recurring payments.
Please consider covering the processing fees to offset
the costs to GPC.
Pay by Check (payable to Gates Presbyterian Church).
Mail to: 1049 Wegman Rd, Rochester, NY 14624
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