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From the Desk of Pastor Heritage Munyakuri
Dear Gates Presbyterian Church,

Grace and Peace
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Expression of Gratitude
On behalf of our entire El Shaddai Church community, | want to extend our heartfelt thanks for
the growing and Spirit-led partnership between our ministries. As the Apostle Paul wrote to the
Philippians: "l thank my God every time | remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, | always
pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now."

— Philippians 1:3-5 (NIV)

These words beautifully reflect our gratitude for the support, compassion, and shared mission
we’'ve experienced through Gates Presbyterian Church. Your faithfulness, generosity, and
commitment to God’s justice and mercy have deeply touched the hearts of our congregation.
We see God at work through you, and your love continues to bear fruit in the lives of many.

Encouragement and Hope

As we continue to walk together in ministry, may we be uplifted by Paul's reminder in
Philippians 1:6: "Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it

on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus."

We believe that the seeds we are planting together will grow into a harvest of transformation,
healing, and Gospel hope.

Update and Invitation

We want you to know that our ministry continues to grow. Recently, individuals in Syracuse
reached out in search of a worship community where they could hear the Word of God in a
language they understand and experience fellowship with others who share their journey.

This is a powerful testimony to how the Spirit is moving and how the light we carry together

is reaching beyond Rochester.

In response, | have been traveling to Syracuse twice a week to build relationships and support
this emerging congregation. With gratitude, we have now found a place of worship for them.
We humbly ask for your prayers as we prepare to launch this new ministry. Our first official
Sunday service in Syracuse is planned for July 6, 2025. May God go before us in every step.

Closing Thanks
Thank you for your continued love, prayers, and partnership. Together, we are part of something
much greater than ourselves—God’s mission to restore, redeem, and renew.

With gratitude and hope,
Pastor Heritage Munyakuri
El Shaddai Church
pastor@elshaddaichurch.net

Pastor Laura was on vacation during the time we were
preparing this issue so Pastor Heritage agreed
to be the guest writer of our pastoral letter.
We are grateful for the gift of his time and energy.




Afghan Fundraising Dinner

Saturday, July 26, 5-7pm
at Greece Baptist Church,
1230 Long Pond Road,

ROCheSter, NY 14626, Keeping Our Promise Inc,
Door #4

Dine-In and Drive-Thru
Menu: Chicken kabob, lamb, saffron rice,
raisin and carrot rice, salad, Afghan bread,
Baklava, pistachio pudding,
iced tea, water, lemonade.
Suggested donation is $20-30 per person
but any amount is greatly appreciated.
Keeping our Promise will use the funds
to settle Afghan refugees:
first three months rent, utilities.
RSVP recommended by Thursday, July 24
Greece Baptist Church at 225-6160 ex. 3
or greecebaptistregister@gmail.com.
For more info: Cheryl at 225-6160
or greecebaptistregister@gmail.com
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Library News

Several grief and loss books are on display on the library
display table in front of the windows.

Titles include: A Time to Grieve (a self-help book series by Kenneth C. Haugk),

Emerging from the Heartache of Loss (Carol Wiseman),
Navigating the Blues (Katara Washington Patton),

and Cold Noses at the Pearly Gates (Gary Kurz), a book about the loss of a pet.

Feel free to sign them out.




Rochester Pride Parade and Festival

Saturday, July 19 has once again reserved a place
in the parade for YOU and your FRIENDS. Join Third Presbyterian Church families and
friends and others in the 2025 Rochester Pride Parade.

The parade will begin at 11:00 am at South Avenue and Science Parkway, proceeding
north on South Avenue and ending at Highland Park. The festival will then take place at
Highland Park from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm.

GPC Pride Sunday
Sunday, July 20 This aligns with Rochester’s Pride weekend.

If you would like to be part of this special worship service, perhaps
sharing why Pride weekend has meaning to you, please reach out to
our GPC office.

Worship Announcement

Do you find yourself imagining a new way to design our worship?
Do you like to play with words and music and art and imagine how they
N can create community? Consider joining our new ad hoc team
HOMESTEADS . . -
. . of worship planners. Our first service will be on Sunday, September 21

w at Homesteads for Hope.

Contact Pastor Laura if you want to learn more.

Save the Date
June 26, 2026!
Town of Gates Parade

GPC is invited to participate in the parade for the 250th “Semiquincentennial”.
The town has asked us if we would build a float for it!!
This will require some time to think about it and to organize a team to construct it.
If interested, contact Tom Ward or the office.

Also, GPC member and Town Historian, Bill Gillette, has asked if someone from GPC has
video from the Town's Bicentennial Parade that was held in 2013. He thinks someone

from church was filming the parade as it went down Wegman Road that year.

If you have any film or photos of that event, let Tom know at 261-2175.
freeimages.com




GPC Events Calendar — July

Sun Mon Tues Wed | Thurs | Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
1pm Prayer GPC Office
Shawl (16) Closed
July 4th
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
10am Worship | 8:30am St. Joe's | 6pm Dream
Sandwich Crew Team
6:30pm
Deacons (1)
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
10am Worship [ 8:30am St. Joe’s | 7pm 11 am Rochester
Sandwich Crew Personnel Pride Parade
1pm (zoom) and Festival
Library Ministry
6pm Trustees
(zoom)
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9:30 St. Joe's 8:30am St. Joe’s 10am Lil Bro Golf
Meal Prep Sandwich Crew 11am Mission Food/
10am Worship Personal Hygiene
Pride Sunday Collection
5pm Afghan Dinner
27 28 29 30 31

10am Worship
11:30am
Session (1)
1:30 pm
Mission (1)

8:30am St. Joe’s
Sandwich Crew
1 pm

Library Ministry

This calendar reflects only GPC related meetings/
events. For a full listing of our building use,
please see our online calendar here.



https://gatespres.org/calendar/

GPC Events Calendar — August

Sun Mon Tues Wed | Thurs | Fri Sat
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10am Worship | 8:30am St. Joe’s 1pm Prayer 9am Daniel's Race
Sandwich Crew Shawl (16)
6pm Dream
Team (1)
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
10am Worship | 8:30am St. Joe’s 6:30pm Sept
Sandwich Crew Deacons (1) Harbinger
1 pm Due
Library Ministry (EARLY)
6pm Trustees
(zoom)
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:30 St. Joe's 8:30am St. Joe’s 7pm 11am Mission
Meal Prep Sandwich Crew Personnel Food/Personal
10am Worship (zoom) Hygiene Collection
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

10am Worship

8:30am St. Joe’s

11:30am Sandwich Crew
Session (1) 10:00 am

Mission (1)

1 pm

Library Ministry
31

10am Worship

This calendar reflects only GPC related meetings/
events. For a full listing of our building use,
please see our online calendar here.



https://gatespres.org/calendar/

Worship Support Schedule

Date Liturgist Greeter ITngrerf Communion Servers
Jul 6 Faith Switzer Jan Beutner 1 Laura & Liturgist
Jul 13 Carrie Dykes Debbie Dassero 2
Jul 20 Paula Sousa 3
Jul 27 Barb Snaith 4
Aug 3 |Jan Beutner-Shirtz 5 Laura & Liturgist
Aug 10 | Katie Steinmiller 6
Aug 17 Adam Switzer Jan Beutner 1
Aug 24 Andrea Unson | Debbie Dassero 2
Aug 31 J amess 11(1)1rt }(l)wen 3
Sep 7 Kathy Wakeman Nora Bush 4 Laura & Liturgist

El Shaddai Donation Needs

Thanks to all who have donated items for our El Shaddai community.
Winter is over so there is no longer a need for winter items.
Pastor Heritage has asked that we provide ONLY the following items as donations:

Personal hygiene products such as toothpaste and toothbrushes
Baby items such as diapers and wipes
And these food items:
* Dry beans - black and red ¢ White rice
* Peanut butter ¢ Vegetable oil
e Cornmeal e« White flour
e Salt e« Black tea bags
e Tomato sauce ¢ Canned tomatoes
* Mandarin oranges

Bring to the El Shaddai's collection room ( Room 29 )

Please do NOT bring any other items (clothes, household items, etc.).
There is limited space and volunteer effort available to process items.
If you have questions about donations, please contact Sue (office@gatespres.org)
and she will work with Pastor Heritage to get you an answer.

OJjnr, CC BY-SA 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons




Mission News
Sally Christensen

Summer monthly food and personal hygiene item collections will be on July 26 and August 23
from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm. As you know, the need never goes away. It actually grows larger in
the summertime when children are at home. All non-perishable food items are welcome,
including things specifically used by our EI Shaddai friends. (Dry beans, canned tomatoes,
white rice, cornmeal, canned mandarin oranges and other fruit, flour, and sugar are among the
items they use.) We distribute all of the donations to SWEM, church communities, and shelters.

WHAT DO YOU NEED 2

I NEED YOU TO FIX

THE WHOLE WORLD. THE

VIRUS, THE RACISM, THE
PLANET, THE HUNGRY,

OKAY, TUST ONE |
PROBLEM.

FOOD BANK

Poet
e
bamny

Pearls Before Swine By Stephan Pastis

The Mission Team has been discussing ways that we can support the ministry and mission of
Pastor Heritage and the EI Shaddai church. With community resources for immigrants dwindling,
we can help new arrivals in the Rochester community by supporting the work Heritage is doing -
finding employment and housing for newcomers, tutoring children, and providing a spiritual
home for all.

We voted to support Third Presbyterian Church as they partner with Sleep In Heavenly Peace
Beds (shpbeds.org). They held a “build” event in June to help build beds for the 400 Rochester
children who need one. Here is an excerpt from their website (shpbeds.org):

BUILDING MORE THAN BEDS: A JOURNEY OF SERVICE AND GROWTH

At Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP), we believe service is about much more than
constructing beds for kids in need. Our mission of NO KID SLEEPS ON THE
FLOOR IN OUR TOWN! extends to building communities, transforming lives,
and creating opportunities for personal growth and learning. Every bed we
build demonstrates the power of service and the incredible potential that
emerges when people come together with a shared purpose.

The next mission meeting will be on Sunday, July 27 after the scheduled meeting of Session.



Deacons

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers...

John and Yvette Hoffman, recovering from being
shot.

Polly and Mike Moore, whose grandchild is
experiencing serious medical issues.

Prayers for graduates, teachers and all our young
people after completing the school year.

MaryBeth MacKenzie's friend Matt and wife
Joanne, recovering from a difficult surgery,
complicated by Parkinson's.

Janice Bilohlavek’s niece, Annette and their family,
who lost their home, all their belongings and a
puppy in a fire.

Family of Zy’Jae St. Pierre who fell into the river in
Rochester and is still missing.

Sister Grace, founder of House of Mercy, who is in
hospice care.

Doyle Waters, friend of Gary Dykes who is seeking
a diagnosis.

Chris Arcara, who has dealt with breathing issues.

All those affected by the earthquakes in Greece.

All the brokenhearted and weary.

For children with learning disabilities and their
families.

All who are experiencing fear in this time.

All those needing prayers and preferring privacy,
whose names are known to God.

Vulnerable people all around the world who are
suffering violence in the form of bullets and
bombs, unlawful detention, starvation, wars and
imprisonment, that we may all work toward a
peace that affirms and values all life.

For Churchview Commons and our partnership with
the YWCA and Pathstone, that your Spirit may
guide us as we prepare to welcome new
neighbors to our community.

The Dream Team as they continue their work, that
God will guide them as they work together to
discern God's vision for our life and ministry
together.

For all refugees, valued immigrant workers and
their families, with very real fears about plans
for massive deportation. They are our neighbors.
And prayers for those stepping up to protect and
defend these vulnerable ones.

For all in our nation, national and local leaders and
community members alike, that we may work
together to advocate for the common good in
the months and years ahead.

For peace to prevail in all
places where war is Killing
and injuring people, destroying communities
and polluting the earth. For leaders involved in
negotiations, that wisdom will prevail and peace
may take root. Help us, O Lord, to affirm our
common humanity so that in our differences we
may build together for justice and peace.

Prayers of thanksgiving for:

The joyful celebration of Tom and Irene Ward’s
daughter, Trina's 20th Anniversary of her
ordination; thanksgiving for the love and support
GPC offered her along the way.

Bob and Fran Paro’s 40th wedding anniversary.

Tracy’s sister-in-law, Margaret test results came
back negative.

Our deepest sympathy and prayers for God’s
comfort, strength, and peace for:

The family of Sue Mancini, who passed away
recently. Prayers for comfort and peace for all
who love Sue.

The family of Melissa and Mark Hortman and all
who mourn their loss.

Family and friends of Walter Brueggemann, a
theologian and influential Old Testement scholar
who passed away. Prayers for comfort and
peace for all who love Walter.

Continued prayers for: The Ohman Family, Fong/

Meyer Family, Balsley Family, Beattie Family, Nolan

Family, Arcara/Ortman Family, Frona Rossman's

family and friends, Incardona Family, Keith

VanNostrand’s family and friends, Downs Family,

Bauman Family, John Belt, Angelika Alvarez and

family, Djeinaba and daughter, Amiera, Hannah

and Lori Walker, Kelly Cox’s friend, Rebecca, Al

Waugh, Tim Williams and Joanna from St. Joe’s

community, Katie Steinmiller’s sister, Jessie, Linda

Allen, Jill Corey, Ramisa, Laura’s Uncle Mike Flint,

Rev. Tedd Pullano, Barb Snaith’s cousin, Chip, and

friend, Ria, Katie Waugh Samson’s employees, Jeff

and Andrew, Doris Barney, Tracy Burkovich’s mom,

Darrell, sister in law, Sue, friend Barb, and

husband, Jim, Laura’s brother in law, Peter

Chemery, those affected by the recent wildfires,

tornados, and earthquakes, the Indian State of

Manipur, Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, Lebanon,

Yemen, South Sudan, the Congo, Bangladesh and

all those experiencing violence, war and natural

disasters.




Mid-Day Worship at GPC
Our Mid-Day Worship Services will begin again in the Fall.
They will continue the 1st Thursday of the month.
Upcoming dates are October 2, November 6, December 4.

Greeters Needed
Sign up to be a door greeter. Greeter dates through January 2026 are open.
Go to Greeter Sign Up

Prayer Shawl! Ministry
Anyone in need of a prayer shawl, for themselves or a friend or family member,
please contact Dorothy Mundt.

Congregational Care

Anyone wishing to let us know of someone needing our care and concern, please contact
Linda Sidore at 314-4437, Imsidore@yahoo.com.

You can also contact Ginny Smith at 247-5563 to place your person and their concern on
the confidential prayer chain.

From the Office Summer Music at GPC!

Office Hours:

Tuesday through Friday )Jj

9amto 2 pm
During the summer we give the choirs a

The office will be closed on _ .
well-deserved rest, but we still have a very musical

July 4
y Sunday worship. We encourage anyone who would
September Harbinger submissions like to sing or play an instrument to reserve a Sunday
are due EARLY, before August 15. and share their musical gifts with the congregation.

Go to Sign Up Genius here

Per Capita

Per Capita is a set amount of money (apportionment) per member that our congregation
pays to the larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as a religious and moral commitment.

It establishes a minimum level of financial participation in the vital work of our

church. With this year’'s commitment we work together with other Presbyterian Churches
in our presbytery and across the country to further the mission of Jesus Christ around the
world. We benefit from the gifts, skills, vision and ministry of each other when we come
together. Your Per Capita pays for the programs, training and resources that help us work
together to benefit all.

You can put your check in a plain envelope marked Per Capita and place in the offering
basket or mail it to the church office.

2025 Per Capita Amount: $38.50 per member

If you would like to pay your Per Capita online, you may do so by clicking HERE



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050C49AEA623A1F49-47023926-gpcfront
https://gatespresbyterian.breezechms.com/give/online
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050C49AEA623A1F49-47637575-summer#/

Gates Presbyterian Church
1049 Wegman Road
Rochester, NY 14624

Useful Info

Join us for worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. We’d love to see you in person in our sanctuary,
but if that doesn’t work for you, you can join us online via our YouTube channel
(https://www.youtube.com/c/GatesPresbyterianChurch).

Visit our website (https://gatespres.org) where you’ll find a lot of information about our church, our
Mission, Values & Beliefs, and learn about the various local missions that we support.

Follow us on Facebook (Gates Presbyterian Church) to stay up to date on news & events.

Want to volunteer, but don’t know where you’d fit in? Check out our “How to Get Involved at GPC”
brochure. This document outlines the various committees & groups at GPC and some of the things
they do.

Generosity

There are several ways that you can make a donation to GPC.

Online here. You can use a credit card or pay via ACH/bank transfer.
Make a one-time payment or set up recurring payments.
Please consider covering the processing fees to offset
the costs to GPC.

Pay by Check (payable to Gates Presbyterian Church).

Mail to: 1049 Wegman Rd, Rochester, NY 14624

https://gatespres.org/giving/



https://www.youtube.com/c/GatesPresbyterianChurch
about:blank
https://gatespres.org/ourchurch/
https://gatespres.org/mission-values-and-beliefs/
https://gatespres.org/local-mission/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064738836939
http://gatespres.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/How-to-Get-Involved-at-GPC-Website.pdf
https://gatespresbyterian.breezechms.com/give/online
https://gatespres.org/giving/

