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Coming Up - Read more inside 

 

June 1   Worship and Celebration of Our Young People! 

 

June 2   Mission Team Meeting 

 

June 5   Monthly Mid-Day Service 

 

June 7   Flea Market 

 

June 10   Rebecca Circle 

 

June 28   Mission Food/Personal Hygiene Collection 
 

 



From Rev. Laura Bachmann 
 

16 This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

17 “‘In the last days, God says, 

    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

    your young men will see visions, 

    your old men will dream dreams. 

18 Even on my servants, both men and women, 

    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

    and they will prophesy. Acts 2:16-18 

 

In a few days, we will celebrate Pentecost with our sister congregation, El Shaddai, remembering 

that moment when the Holy Spirit descended on the apostles and they proclaimed the good news in 

all the languages under heaven. On that morning, all of Israel had gathered in Jerusalem to 

celebrate Shavuot, bringing the first fruits of the harvest to the temple, an offering of thanksgiving 

for God’s provision. This time, for the followers of Jesus, the celebration had a new dimension, 

“declaring the wonders of God in [their] own tongues” and speaking words of truth and hope into a 

community that had lived too long under the heel of Roman oppression. 
 

In our time, as we too celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the good news it shows us how to 

proclaim, we find ourselves facing many of the same challenges the people of Israel dealt with back 

then. Some in our society are lifted up while others are pushed to the side; power and wealth are 

concentrated among a few while many face poverty, illness, and threats to their freedom; a 

government meant to lead the people instead works to fulfill its own desires and live out its own 

visions for power and control over all they see. 
 

What can we as followers of Jesus do? We can put love at the center of all we pursue. We can focus 

on doing the next right thing and on looking for and amplifying the voices of those who are being 

excluded from the tables where their very lives are being decided upon without their input. We can 

speak and love and act, celebrating the deep variety of gifts and people that make up our land and 

finding unity in the common goal of loving all our neighbors in ways that can make everyone whole. 

On Pentecost as we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit with our El Shaddai friends, we will hear the 

Word proclaimed in other tongues. We will experience a taste of what it is like to be a stranger in a 

foreign land and then encounter the relief and joy of hearing our own language proclaimed. We will 

practice following the lead of someone from another culture and life experience and fitting our 

worship into their practices instead of the other way around. I wonder what new insights we will 

uncover, leaning into the wide variety of God’s people as we experience it right here in our 

neighborhood and listening together for what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
 

Peace, 

Laura 



Mustard Seed Scholarship 2025 Recipients 

 

It is with great pleasure that the Mustard Seed Scholarship Committee announces that 

Graham Wohlers and Benett Marconi will each receive $3,000 awards this year.   

Graham is excited to begin his studies at Ithaca College in Ithaca, NY.  Benett is looking 

forward to studying at Finger Lakes Community College in Canandaigua, NY. 
 

Our GPC family has been fortunate to witness the growth of these remarkable young 

adults. They have been active in the life of Gates Presbyterian Church through Sunday 

School, Junior & Youth Choir, Youth Groups, and helping at fundraisers. 
 

As part of the Mustard Seed application, candidates are required to write a response to one 

of four essay questions. Their choices and excerpts from their responses follow.  

(Note that responses have been edited for length.) 
 

Graham chose:  God calls us “to do justice, and to love kindness and to walk humbly with 

your God.” Give an example of how your faith journey has mirrored this scripture.  
 

God’s call to do justice, and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your 

God” means much more to me than just a verse in the bible. Upon my final 

reflection of how this verse from Micah 6:8 has mirrored my faith journey; I 

have realized that I am not there yet.  While I work to perform small acts of 

justice, kindness, and humility, it’s important to understand that my faith 

journey is not complete.  These are sentiments that I must choose to live by 

every day in which I grow as a child of God. 
 

Benett chose: Select one of the parables and describe how it has influenced your life and 

affected your goals. 
 

The Parable of the Talents really speaks deeply to me.  It has taught me 

something essential about fear.  Like the servant who buried his talent, I’ve 

felt moments of  self-doubt.  I’ve questioned whether I’m good enough to 

pursue a competitive career.  I’ve worried that failure might prove I was 

never cut out for this.  But the parable reminded me that fear is not an excuse 

to hide our gifts.  Playing it safe isn’t faithfulness, it’s avoidance.  I’ve learned 

that respecting God means taking bold steps, even when there’s risk, trusting 

that effort and faith go hand in hand. 
 

We are indeed fortunate that Graham and Benett have been such inspirational members of 

our GPC family. Please join us in wishing them well as they continue their journeys and 

remind them that we look forward to their visits.   



Monthly Mid-Day Service 

Bring your lunch and join us at Noon 

on Thursday, June 5 in room 2. 

Rebecca Circle 

Rebecca Circle will meet in June 

on Tuesday, June 10. We will be 

going to Pelican's Nest for lunch.  

Meet at the church to carpool at 

11:15am or head on to the 

restaurant.  Reservations will be 

made for 11:30.  

Call Kay Harder at 721-7392 to 

let her know you are going 

or for any questions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flea Market 

SATURDAY, JUNE 7th 

Gates Presbyterian Church 

1049 Wegman Road 

9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Buy your space and the sale proceeds are 
yours! 

All items* welcome for sale from plants to 
car parts!! 

Outdoor Lawn Space:  Available in 10’x10’ 
Blocks = $40 

Tables available 1st come 1st served. 

*** Tents permitted but not provided *** 

Indoor Booths:  Available in 5’x10’ Spaces 
= $40 

Includes 8’ Table and 2 chairs if requested. 

To register go to https://forms.gle/
CdiC2hoQRxf1F17f9 

or call the church office at (585) 427-5292 

*Absolutely no alcohol, drugs, or weapons 

Worship and 

Celebration of  

Our Young People! 

Sunday, June 1 
Designed by Freepik 

https://forms.gle/CdiC2hoQRxf1F17f9
https://forms.gle/CdiC2hoQRxf1F17f9


The Rochester Pride Parade is two months away.  

It is scheduled for Saturday, July 19. The Third Church More Light Team has once again 

reserved a place in the parade for YOU and your FRIENDS.  Join Third Presbyterian Church 

families and friends and others in the 2025 Rochester Pride Parade. The parade will start 

at 11:00 am at the intersection of South Avenue and Science Parkway.  Add the date to 

your calendar now.   

Worship Announcement 

Do you find yourself imagining a new way to design our worship? Do you like to play with 

words and music and art and imagine how they can create community? Consider joining 

our new ad hoc team of worship planners. Our first service will be on September 21 at 

Homesteads for Hope. Contact Pastor Laura if you want to learn more. 

LIBRARY NEWS  

Do you have any books on grief and/or loss that you would like to share with 

someone?  GPC is looking for grief and loss books to add to the church library collection.  

If you have any you would like to donate, please put them in the Book Return Box on the 

cart behind the library door.  Include a note telling us these are donations.  The Library 

Volunteers plan to set up a grief and loss book display in the future.   

Thanks so much for any donations! 

Sunday, July 20 is our GPC Pride Sunday.   

This aligns with Rochester’s Pride weekend.  If you would like 

to be part of this special worship service, perhaps sharing 

why Pride weekend has meaning to you,  

please reach out to our GPC office. 



GPC Events Calendar – June 

This calendar reflects only GPC related meetings/
events. For a full listing of our building use, 
please see our online calendar here. 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

9am Choir (1) 8:30am St. Joe’s 
Sandwich Crew 

1pm Prayer Shawl 
(16)   

12 pm  
Monthly  
Mid-Day  

Service (2) 

Flea Market 
Set Up 

9am-3:30pm 
Flea Market 

10am Worship and  
Celebration of  

Our Young  
People 

6:30pm Mission 
Team Meeting (1) 

6pm Dream Team 
(1)         

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

9am Choir (1) 8:30am St. Joe’s 
Sandwich Crew 

11:15am Rebecca 
Circle Off Site       

10am  
Celebration of 

Life - Keith 
VanNostrand  

10am Worship 
Pentecost 

1 pm Library  
Ministry  

6:30pm Deacons 
(1)         

  6pm Trustees 
(zoom)           

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

9am Choir (1) 8:30am St. Joe’s 
Sandwich Crew 

7pm Personnel 
(zoom)   

GPC Office 
Closed 

Juneteenth 
  July/August 

Harbinger  

9:30 St. Joe's Meal 
Prep           Submissions 

Due  
10am Worship              

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

9am Choir (1) 8:30am St. Joe’s 
Sandwich Crew         

11am Mission 
Food/

Personal  
Hygiene  

Collection 

10am Worship  1 pm Library  
Ministry            

11:30am Session 
(1)             

29 30 JULY 
1 

JULY 
2 

JULY 
3 

JULY 
4 

JULY 
5 

9am Choir (1) 8:30am St. Joe’s 
Sandwich Crew 

1pm Prayer Shawl 
(16)     

GPC Office 
Closed 

Independence 
Day 

  

10am Worship    6pm Dream Team 
(1)         

https://gatespres.org/calendar/


Worship Support Schedule 

RocUbuntu is partnering with El Shaddai Church 

If you can help with any of the following needs, please reach out to Pastor Heritage 
at pastor@elshaddaichurch.net. All volunteers will undergo a background check. 

$12,000 for rent and utilities for three months for three new immigrant families. 

Volunteers for Wednesday evening tutoring program (4:30–6:30 PM)  

25 children with 25 more on the waiting list.  

Rides for children to Gates Presbyterian church for tutoring and back home 

Job opportunities for those ready to work 

Support for Pathway to Employment program, which helps refugees write resumes, complete 

job applications, and prepare for interviews 

UPDATED El Shaddai Donation Needs 
Thanks to all who have donated items for our El Shaddai community.  

Winter is over so there is no longer a need for winter items.  
Pastor Heritage has asked that we provide ONLY the following items as donations: 

Personal hygiene products such as toothpaste and toothbrushes 
Baby items such as diapers and wipes 

And these food items: 
• Dry beans - black and red  • White rice 

• Peanut butter  • Vegetable oil 
• Cornmeal  • White flour • Salt  • Black tea bags 

• Tomato sauce  • Canned tomatoes 
• Mandarin oranges 

Bring to the El Shaddai's collection room ( Room 29 ) 
Please do NOT bring any other items (clothes, household items, etc.). There is limited space 

and volunteer effort available to process items. If you have questions about donations, 
please contact Sue (office@gatespres.org) and she will work with Pastor Heritage to get you 

an answer. 
  

OJjnr, CC BY-SA 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 

  

Date Liturgist Greeter 
Usher 
Team 

Communion Servers 

Jun 1 Jan Brewer Debbie Dassero 2 
Kecia Binko 

Margaret Militello 
Kathy Coons 

Katie Steinmiller 
Barb Snaith 
Carrie Dykes 

Jun 8 Christine Cook Nora Bush 3   

Jun 15 Mary Hadley  4   

Jun 22 Kay Harder  5   

Jun 29 Faith Switzer  6   

mailto:pastor@elshaddaichurch.net


Mission News 

“We are all citizens of the world. What’s good for you, must be good 

for all. If you are lost, share a plate of food with a stranger – you 

will find who you are.” 

Chef José Andrés, founder of World Central Kitchen 

 

Mission is indeed fun! Our May meeting happened to be on Cinco 

de Mayo, so we met at our local Mexican eatery, Monte Alban. We ended up ordering 

take-out and enjoyed our Mexican meal at church during the meeting. Deliciosa! 

 

We were privileged to have the Rev. Heritage Munyakuri from the El Shaddai church join 

our meeting. He shared some of the challenges and joys he and his congregation face as 

they work to nurture their children, find jobs and housing, and work through language 

barriers. The mission team will be discussing ways that we can support the El Shaddai 

church. 

 

We were happy to welcome Chris Arcara and Derek Peacock to the meeting as well. You 

too are welcome to come to a meeting and “check it out”! 

 

The next collection of food and personal hygiene items will be on  

Saturday, June 28 from 11:00 – 1:00. The need is greater than ever!!! 

 

Donations to Delphi Rise, El Shaddai, and Cameron Ministries were approved. 

The next meeting of the Mission team will be on Monday., June 2 at 6:30pm in the adult 

lounge. Join us as we try to do God’s work in the world. 

 

Muchas Gracias to all who supported the Mother’s Day 

Hanging Basket Sale.  

This sale benefits the Guatemala Partners Group for 

mission work that supports  

the Maya Achì Brothers and Sisters.  

Also a big thanks to all of the volunteers! 

Photo credit S. Eckhaus 



Deacons 
 
Please keep in your thoughts and prayers… 
• Tracy Burkovich’s friend in the ICU with a 

brain aneurysm. Prayers for her recovery. 
• Fran Paro who is scheduled for several tests 

for her heart. 
• Any in our church family dealing with Covid.  
• Ria Tafani, a good friend of Barb Snaith, 

diagnosed with cancer and needs chemo. 
• Sally Christensen who was in the hospital for 

testing. 
• Tracy Burkovich’s sister-in-law, Sue Whybra, 

who had cancer surgery and will follow-up 
with chemo. 

• Jim Burkovich who had a biopsy on the 22nd 
of May. 

• Darrell, Tracy Burkovich’s mom, who has 
more tests and appointments in May. 

• Dorothy Mundt’ granddaughter Mandi, who 
was back in hospital for another kidney 
surgery. 

• Marie Wilson, after 5 days in the hospital, is 
home and feeling better. 

• All the brokenhearted and weary. 
• Sue Mancini who recently moved to 

Brookdale Senior Adult Home Memory Care 
Facility.  

• Al Waugh, who had a bad fall, had surgery, 
and is still at Strong, 

• For children with learning disabilities and 
their families.  

• All who are experiencing fear in this time. 
• All those needing prayers and preferring 

privacy, whose names are known to God. 
• For Churchview Commons and our 

partnership with the YWCA and Pathstone, 
that your Spirit may guide us as we prepare 
to welcome new neighbors to our 
community. 

• The Dream Team as they begin their work, 
that God will guide them as they work 
together to discern God's vision for our life 
and ministry together. 

• For all refugees, valued immigrant workers 
and their families, with very real fears about 
plans for massive deportation. They are our 
neighbors. And prayers for those stepping up 
to protect and defend these vulnerable ones. 

• For all in our nation, national and local 
leaders and community members alike, that 
we may work together to advocate for the 
common good in the months and years 
ahead. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
• For peace to prevail in all places where war is 

killing and injuring people, destroying 
communities and polluting the earth. For 
leaders involved in negotiations, that wisdom 
will prevail and peace may take root. Help us, 
O Lord, to affirm our common humanity so 
that in our differences we may build together 
for justice and peace. 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers for God’s 
comfort, strength, and peace for: 
• The family of Buz Bauman, who passed 

recently. Prayers all who loved Buz, 
especially his wife, Jeannie. 

• The family of James O'Reilly, Bob Paro’s 
close cousin. Prayers for all who loved Jim, 
especially Bob and Jim’s wife, Sheryl. 

• The family of Joseph Eberly, Aiden 
Bachmann’s physics professor. Prayers for all 
who loved Joseph. 

• The family of Wayne, Dorothy Mundt’s 
neighbor.  Prayers for all who loved Wayne, 
especially his wife Jennifer. 

• The family of Anita Harris, Kay Harder's 
daughter’s mother-in-law. Prayers for all who 
loved Anita.  

• The family of Ginny Dekin, a former member 
of GPC, Prayers for all who loved Ginny.  

• The family of Francis Cook. Prayers for all 
who loved Francis. 

Continued prayers for: The Ohman Family, 
Fong/Meyer Family, Balsley Family, Beattie 
Family, Nolan Family, Arcara/Ortman Family, 
Frona Rossman's family and friends, Incardona 
Family,  Keith VanNostrand’s family and friends, 
Downs Family, John Belt, Angelika Alvarez and 
family, Djeinaba and daughter, Amiera, Hannah 
and Lori Walker, Kelly Cox’s friend, Rebecca, 
Tim Williams and Joanna from St. Joe’s 
community, Katie Steinmiller’s sister, Jessie, 
Linda Allen, Jill Corey, Ramisa, Laura’s Uncle 
Mike Flint, Rev. Tedd Pullano, Barb Snaith’s 
cousin, Chip, Katie Waugh Samson’s employees, 
Jeff and Andrew, Doris Barney, Laura’s brother 
in law, Peter Chemery, those affected by the 
recent wildfires, tornados, and earthquakes, the 
Indian State of Manipur, Ukraine, Israel, 
Palestine, Lebanon, Yemen, South Sudan, the 
Congo, Bangladesh and all those experiencing 
violence, war and natural disasters. 



From the Office … 
 

*** Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 9 am to 2 pm*** 

 

The office is closed on June 19 and July 4. 

 

July/August Harbinger articles are due before June 21 

Greeters Needed 

Sign up to be a door greeter. Greeter dates for June 2025 – January 2026 are open. Go to 

Greeter Sign Up 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Anyone in need of a prayer shawl, for themselves or a friend or family member, please contact 

Dorothy Mundt. 

 

Congregational Care 

Anyone wishing to let us know of someone needing our care and concern, please contact Linda 

Sidore at 314-4437, lmsidore@yahoo.com. You can also contact Ginny Smith (247-5563) to 

place your person and their concern on the confidential prayer chain. 

 

Be sure to check the Lost & Found bin if you are looking for a lost item.  

If you find something please add it to the bin. 

 

Most recently a size 44 beige men’s coat was added. The finder is 

looking for his size 40 beige men’s coat that looks just like it.  

Please check if you own a beige coat and make sure  

you have the correct size! 

Per Capita is a set amount of money (apportionment) per member that our congregation pays to 

the larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as a religious and moral commitment.  It establishes a 

minimum level of financial participation in the vital work of our church.  With this year’s 

commitment we work together with other Presbyterian Churches in our presbytery and across the 

country to further the mission of Jesus Christ around the world.  We benefit from the gifts, skills, 

vision and ministry of each other when we come together.  Your Per Capita pays for the 

programs, training and resources that help us work together to benefit all. 

You can put your check in a plain envelope marked Per Capita and place in the offering basket or 

mail it to the church office.  

2025 Per Capita Amount: $38.50 per member 

If you would like to pay your Per Capita online, you may do so by clicking HERE  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050C49AEA623A1F49-47023926-gpcfront
https://gatespresbyterian.breezechms.com/give/online


Gates Presbyterian Church 
1049 Wegman Road 
Rochester, NY 14624 

Useful Info 
Join us for worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.  We’d love to see you in person in our 
sanctuary, but if that doesn’t work for you, you can join us online via our YouTube 
channel  (GatesPresbyterianChurch). 
Visit our website (gatespres.org) where you’ll find a lot of information about our 
church, our Mission, Values & Beliefs, and learn about the various local missions that 
we support. 
Follow us on Facebook (Gates Presbyterian Church) to stay up to date on news & 
events. 
Want to volunteer, but don’t know where you’d fit in?  Check out our “How to Get In-
volved at GPC” brochure.  This document outlines the various committees & groups 
at GPC and some of the things they do.   
Generosity 
There are several ways that you can make a donation to GPC. 
On our website. You can use a credit card or pay via ACH/bank transfer. Make a one
-time payment or set up recurring payments. Please consider covering the 
processing fees to offset the costs to GPC. 
Pay by Check (payable to Gates Presbyterian Church) 
Mail to: 1049 Wegman Rd, Rochester, NY 14624 
https://gatespres.org/giving/ 


