Holy Week Agape Worship Service

This celebration is based on one that the GPC Jamaica Mission team celebrated during their
recent mission trip.
From the 2020 Jamaica Mission Team (JMT): The celebration of communion is a tradition during
all youth mission trips. However, because we did not have an ordained leader with us last February,
we chose to develop an experience that would allow us to come together in a meaningful way to
embrace the spirit of a formal communion gathering through the sharing of food and stories.
We offer this to our congregation during this time of physical separation as a means of togetherness
during Holy Week and beyond. Thanks be to God.
• “Agape” is the New Testament Greek word for “self-giving love.” In the Christian tradition an
“Agape” is also the name for informal meals and times of togetherness and mutual sharing
which remind us of all those Early Christians’ “Love Feasts” and the unity that the Spirit
continues to give us
• This celebration is not meant to replace communion. It is meant as an alternative celebration
where we recall that the disciples recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread and after his
death continued to gather, share a meal and share the stories Jesus shared.
• Prepare your dining table by lighting some candles, have some bread to share and some
beverage to share. You might have other food to share. This could even be done in the context
of a meal.
From JMT: Our dining table was the beach! Our “bread to share” were items selected by
everyone that were specific/native to Jamaica. We all tried each other’s selections during
the meal.
• Consider having family and friends who cannot be physically present to have them present via
Skype, Zoom, Facetime Live, or even on speaker phone. This can be a way to connect and
celebrate with them.
• Divide leadership of the service between different members of your household - and if you are
including others by means of electronic communications – have some of them lead parts from
their homes.

Call to Worship
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Let us hear God’s voice calling us into communion with God and with each other.
And calling us into discipleship to carry on Christ’s work in our world.
So we gather here, joining hearts in the great quest.
To worship God, to love each other, to serve the world, and to work for justice.

Opening Song:
Sing a favorite hymn or play a recording of a favorite piece of sacred music
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, You have called us to live in faith and freedom, but we live with tightness in our chest.
You have called us to move in a new direction, but we cling to the path we know. You have called
us to reach outward in love, but we often draw inward for protection. You have called us to live
in trust, but we live carefully, in fear. God forgive us and hear our private prayers of confession.
Silent Prayers of Confession
Words of Assurance
Leader:
People:

God loves us with a love that will never forget us. God forgives us and sets us free to
live.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Reading of the Word
Luke 24: 13-35
On the Road to Emmaus
13
Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles[a] from
Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked
and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but
they were kept from recognizing him.
17
He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only
one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 “What
things?” he asked.“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and
deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced
to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem
Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women
amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us
that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to
the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.”
25
He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have
spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning
with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning
himself.
28
As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going
farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.”
So he went in to stay with them.

30

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to
them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their
sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the
road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
33
They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them,
assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then
the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the
bread.
Liturgy for the Agape Feast
**Ring a bell, light a candle, etc. to mark the beginning of the agape feast**
From the JMT: We rang a Vibratone and used flameless (battery) candles. Use what you have in
your house or what works for your environment. Make a little noise as we begin the feast!

The Blessing of the Meal
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God’s people to live together in harmony!
Welcome to this meal, in the name of Christ. We come to share in God’s love.
We come to share our food and our lives.
We come to break bread together and open ourselves to each other.
We come to express our faith and our thanks.
May God bless this food and this fellowship.
As we share our food, we give thanks for this abundance, and we remember those
who do not have enough.
May God give food to those who are hungry.
May God give us a hunger for justice, and a determination to serve those who
hunger for food.

Setting the Table
Leader:

On the table in the midst of this community with whom Christ is present we set symbols
to remind us of his promises to us. A candle, to remind us of the way, “I am the light of
the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”
Bread, a symbol to remind us of God’s love, “I am the bread of life. The bread that I shall
give is myself for the life of the world.”

All:

God, we welcome your presence with us. May the food and companionship we share
nourish our bodies, hearts, and minds. And may our spirits be refreshed. As we live
in the light of your presence. With us now, and at all times and places. Amen.

Food is Served and Stories are Shared
During this time share the food on the table with each other and share stories with each other.
• Stories of where you see the message of the Gospel being shared and active in the world today.
• Stories of what brought you joy that day or during the past week.

• Discuss how you as individuals and as families now confined to home and “social distancing”
can share the love of Christ and the Gospel Message.
• Remember in prayer and Joys and Concerns you have.

The Peace
Leader:
People:
Leader:
All:

Behold, the fragments of our feast. Our meal is ended, but God’s banquet continues as we
go from this place.
Let us take the banquet into the world and never give up until all people are fed.
May the peace of Christ be upon you, and may you be channels of peace and justice.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Song:
Sing a favorite hymn or play a favorite piece of sacred music.
Sending Out
Almighty God, we thank you for the gifts that you have brought us and the fellowship we share. Take
us and use us to love and serve all people in the power of the Holy Spirit and in the name of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

