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Rev. Laura Bachmann, Pastor
January 7, 2022
Dear GPC Family,
Last night, at the unanimous recommendation of our COVID Task Force, GPC’s session made
the decision to suspend in-person worship effective this Sunday, January 9. The task force will
continue to meet every two weeks until it can again recommend that we open our doors on
Sunday mornings.
In the meantime, we ask you to join with us in making this sacrifice in order to love our
community by once again staying apart. As you probably know, the COVID positivity rates are
at a record high in our county. Hospitals are filling up. A staffing shortage has slowed the
discharge of patients who would ordinarily be able to move into other care settings. Elective
procedures have been canceled, and those requiring urgent care for other conditions like strokes
or heart attacks risk being unable to access the care they need. After hearing from our colleagues
in the medical field, we have decided we must support their tireless work on the front lines by
doing our part to slow the spread, allowing the health care system to keep up with the needs of
all community members.
In this season of Epiphany, as we remember the coming of God’s light into our world, we must
once again dig deep to connect to that light of hope even as we encounter the darkness of our
current day. This year, we face what seem like the same challenges we encountered last year, but
this time we are equipped with new tools – vaccines and booster shots, drugs to help fight the
virus, and new ways of being church together that allow us to adapt and continue to follow Jesus
despite the unfamiliar terrain.
We can do this one more time. We can love one another and put the needs of the vulnerable first.
It is what Jesus calls us to do. It is what the Holy Spirit gives us energy to pursue. It is what God
desires for the wellbeing of all in the community.
Please feel free to reach out to me or any of our leadership team if you are in need of pastoral
care during this time. Let us be present to one another as we continue to do the hard things that
love demands.
Grace and peace,
Laura
Please spread the word to those you know who attend worship but do not use email or social media.

