
From the Pastor …  
 

July 26 

Rev. Laura is on vacation this week.  Her weekly messages will resume the week of August 23. 

July 19 

What We Are Living For 

It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long before we first heard of Christ and 
got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us for glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is 
working out in everything and everyone. 

(Ephesians 1:11-12 – The Message) 

In Christ, we find out who we are and what we are living for – our identity and purpose beginning and ending 
in the One who created us, the One who sacrificed his life for us, the One who will not let us go. If we belong 
to Christ, body and soul, then we must also live for Christ in the same way. Fine words – but what do they 
actually mean? I believe they mean that we try each day to love our neighbor in active, life affirming ways; 
that we seek to make decisions and steward our resources in ways that build up God’s kingdom. I believe that 
in Christ, we are living to participate in bringing God’s peace to the nations, God’s freedom to those who are 
oppressed; God’s healing to those who suffer.  This sometimes means that we have to speak up when we see 
something happening that harms our neighbor; we must act when we see people who are hungry, people who 
are dismissed, people who are hurting. It is not enough to offer our thoughts and prayers, we must offer the 
resources of our time and talent and treasure too. We must pray for the hungry with the preparation of meals. 
We must offer supplications for the poor with the advocacy of legislation that promotes a living wage, and 
access to safe, stable housing. We must seek healing for the injured by pushing for access to health care for 
all. To follow Jesus, and to find out who we are and what we are living for, is to get our hands dirty in the 
messiness of life and to use all our gifts to lift up our neighbors, loving them as we love ourselves. 

July 12 

For Such a Time As This 

Who knows? Maybe you were made queen for just such a time as this.  Esther 4:14 

Yesterday, we experienced the retelling of the Story of Esther during a reader’s theatre proclamation of the 
word. As we witness Esther discerning how to use her power to help her people, we too can hear God’s 
invitation to each of us to lift our own voices to offer life to God’s children. Jesus taught us that we all bear the 
image of God within us. Each of us can rest in the knowledge that we are beloved children of God, regardless 
of what we look like, how much money we have, what jobs we do, where our ancestors came from, who we 
love, or what we believe about the current state of our nation. Perhaps we too were made for such a time as 
this – made to speak peace to the nations; to proclaim, with Jesus, freedom for the oppressed, release for the 
captives and sight for the blind. This week, as we go about our lives, let us look around us for the places where 
God is calling us to speak and act and listen for the building up of God’s creation. I wonder – what unique part 
of each of us was made for just such a time as this? 



July 5 

Freedom 

Nobody’s free until everybody’s free.  Fannie Lou Hamer 

Yesterday, we marked a day that for many is about freedom and independence. It seems like a good time to 
wonder what that freedom will look like when God’s promised new creation is fully realized. In our search for 
a more perfect union, we must remember that freedom in our nation has not meant freedom for all – in the 
beginning, it meant freedom for white men. It did not mean freedom for women. It did not mean freedom for 
black enslaved people. It did not mean freedom for the indigenous people of this land. As our nation has 
grown, some others have obtained freedom, but there remain many enslaved by poverty, hunger, racism, 
gender bias, and lack of access to healthcare, a living wage or stable housing. Beyond our borders, there are 
many enslaved by dangerous living situations, ethnic conflicts and war, famine and deep poverty. The freedom 
that Jesus proclaims is so much more than our broken approximations. Jesus’ freedom looks like enough for all 
people – enough food, enough shelter, enough education to follow your gifts, enough resources to be safe. As 
the called body of Christ in the world, at this time when we like to celebrate freedom, God commands us to be 
part of creating a true freedom for all our siblings so that resources are shared, institutional structures that 
favor some and target others are dismantled, and all are given opportunities to flourish. Recognizing that our 
own wellbeing is entwined with that of our neighbor’s, let us step out into the world, determined to 
participate in making Jesus’ freedom a reality in our communities, insisting on holding ourselves accountable 
for the inequities that deny life to so many. Let us celebrate the freedom that God offers the world by sharing 
the abundance in our lives with those in our midst who continue to suffer. 

Summer 2021 Harbinger 

So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 
creation. Genesis 2:3 

This week, as I begin to see my schedule easing up, I have found myself thinking about sabbath rest. Not just a 
cessation of work, or a hiatus from regular chores, but a rest that actively renews my spirit, an intentional 
being (instead of doing) that allows me to connect with the part of me that most longs for God’s presence. I 
don’t know about you, but I feel weary after months of pandemic life. Just as new vistas are opening again, 
inviting us into a wider more vibrant life than we have been able to enjoy for more than a year, I realize that I 
am not sure I want to return to all that busy-ness. For months, I have waited for that moment when I can… 
enter a restaurant to share a meal with a friend, attend a live concert to hear our sons play in their orchestras, 
travel to see my mother and sister. But as these possibilities become realities, I am noticing some internal 
resistance to all this activity. While our enforced pandemic “rest” has not brought relief for many of us, it has 
invited us to rethink our ideas about work/life balances. What rhythms of life might we choose to create as we 
move into this new post-pandemic existence? 

Our Bible relates the story of how God formed the world. Each day God labors. God surveys the work. God 
calls it good. And there is evening and there is morning. Another day. Even within these first days of work, 
there are regular periods of rest, and one can feel the rhythm of this cycle ebbing and flowing as God speaks 
each part of creation into existence.  Of course, after God has created the whole world, God calls for a whole 
day of rest. A time to reflect on what has been created, to enjoy that creation, to sink into all that is good. As 
we begin to emerge from our pandemic restrictions, I hear God inviting us, too, to enter into this deeper, 
more sustaining rhythm of work and rest and to reconsider how we spend our days. Instead of rushing back to 
our pre-pandemic existences, falling down once more before our culture’s idol of busy-ness, we have an 
opportunity to be intentional about what we choose to pick back up. Here is our opportunity to stop and 



examine each aspect of our lives, asking, does this bring me joy? Does this build up God’s creation? Does this 
promote the flourishing of all people? We seldom have the opportunity and the space to radically re-order our 
lives and to reimagine what would constitute the most life affirming way for us to be in the world. One of the 
unexpected gifts of the pandemic is this moment when we can do just that. Having been forced to lay down 
many aspects of our lives, we have also had space to ponder which of them matters most to us and which we 
can let go. In a time of such conflict and mistrust in our communities and our nation, we will need to feel 
God’s sustaining power and receive the renewal of the Spirit that comes only from true sabbath rest. This 
summer, as we re-enter our lives, let us reflect on what renews and what drains our spirits. Let’s identify the 
ways we can best use the gifts and resources God has given us to build up God’s creation. Let’s commit to a 
new rhythm of work and rest. 
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