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Learning what Jesus did to help his 
community has inspired me to help my 
community with Christ by my side. My 
life has had many difficult turns that 
haven’t been easy for me, but I know if I 
think I'm in this alone, I will never be 
alone as long as Christ is looking over me. 

~ Steph M 
 

When I first started going to church, I 

didn’t really think about what the 

pastor was saying or who God even 

was. Now I know that he is much more 

than just a story-book character that 

you hear about. He is my protector; he 

is always there for me whenever I need 

him. God is always watching over me 

making sure that I am safe and that I 

make the right decisions. Even if 

sometimes bad things happen, I always 

know that God will be there for me 

through whatever life throws my way. 

~ Graham W 

 

I believe in a God that 
provides us with guidance 
and grants us blessings when 
we need them and even when 
we don't think we need them. 
He also allows us to feel pain, 
but in the interest of teaching 
us and making us stronger so 
we can handle other things in 
life. I believe that although 
we don't see or hear him, he 
is within us when we need 
him and is consistently 
watching over us from above. 

~ Alex M 

Please enjoy these Statements of Faith written by our Confirmands 
 

Confirmation Sunday ~ May 16, 2021 
 

I believe the bible is the direct 

word of God. God is all knowing 

and all powerful. Jesus sacrificed 

himself to wipe away our sins. I 

use church as a time to reflect on 

my faith. 

~ Benett M. 



 

 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, May 2 10:00 a.m. 
2:00 p.m. 

Worship, followed by Fellowship Hour on Zoom 
Youth Group (until 4:00 p.m.) 

Wednesday, May 5 6:00 p.m. Bible Study 

Sunday, May 9 10:00 a.m. Worship, followed by Fellowship Hour on Zoom 

Monday, May 10 6:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting 

Tuesday, May 11 4:00 p.m. Public Worship Meeting 

Wednesday, May 12 6:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

Bible Study 
COVID Task Force meeting 

Thursday, May 13 7:00 p.m. Generosity Team meeting 

Sunday, May 16  
10:00 a.m. 

Confirmation Sunday 
Worship, followed by Fellowship Hour on Zoom 

Monday, May 17 6:30 p.m. Deacons Meeting 

Tuesday, May 18 7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 

Wednesday, May 19  
6:00 p.m. 

June Harbinger Articles due 
Bible Study 

Saturday, May 22 11:00 a.m. Mission Food / Personal Hygiene Collection 

Sunday, May 23  
10:00 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
2:00 p.m. 

Pentecost Sunday 
Worship, followed by Fellowship Hour on Zoom 
1st ς 6th Grade Peace Circles 
Youth Group (until 4:00 p.m.) 

Wednesday, May 26 6:00 p.m. Bible Study 

Sunday, May 30 10:00 a.m. Hybrid Worship 
Worship will be held outdoors for those that would like 
to attend in person; it will also be livestreamed for 
those that feel more comfortable joining from home. 

 
 

From Rev. Laura Bachmann 
This week, I have been reading about forest bathing, a practice which started in Japan almost forty 
years ago and which has become increasingly popular across the globe as an antidote to technology 
burnout. Forest bathing involves going slowly and silently into nature, allowing our senses to notice 
the sounds, and sights and smells that we encounter, and becoming intentionally aware of our 
bodies and how they connect to nature and the earth. It turns out that forest bathing yields all kinds 
of physical benefits from decreased levels of stress hormones and blood sugar, to improved mood 
and reduced blood pressure. 
 

These health benefits are wonderful, of course, but as a Christian, forest bathing also resonates with 
me in deeper ways. I find myself pondering how this connection to the divine life force also invites us 
into a deeper experience of bathing in the Spirit. What, I wonder, would happen in our communities 
if we took up the practice of Holy Spirit bathing? 
 

This month, as we celebrate Pentecost, along with multiple baptisms and three confirmations, we 
have the opportunity to remember and reflect on what it means to be enfolded in DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴ 
baptism, inspired by the Spirit in confirmation, and sent out by the Spirit on Pentecost to proclaim 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǇƻǳǊŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǳǎ 
through our baptisms, instilled in us in the [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ǿŜ 
take, provides support and inspiration, comfort and renewal for our life as people of faith. 

 

This month, as we intentionally focus on welcoming our children and 
youth into a deeper experience of life in our church, let us open our 
ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƻ ōŀǘƘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΤ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ 
us, to drink deeply from the water of life offered by the Spirit to sustain 
us in times of sorrow or trouble, and to sink deeply into the sure and 
cŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ ¢ƻ ōŀǘƘŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ 
presence into our everyday lives to guide and nudge us in the ways that 
we should go. 
 

As the world slowly begins to re-open and we step carefully out into a 
transformed space, bathing our minds and souls in the Spirit helps us to 
see clearly the new opportunities this pandemic time has birthed. Instead 
ƻŦ ǳǊƎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ άōŜŦƻǊŜΣέ ǿƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘt happen if 
we allow the Spirit to give us the courage to try new things, to follow new 

practices, to take new risks in how we reach out to our community, in how we pray and worship and 
ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ άŘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ DƻŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΣ άǇǳǘ ǳǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ DƻŘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦέ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ ōŀǘƘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
surely come from the sustaining experience of immersing ourselves in the God of the resurrection. 
 

Grace and peace, 
Laura 



From the Deacons 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ϧ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΧ 

¶ John Belt with kidney disease and awaiting a transplant. 

¶ John Walker now recovering from surgery at Elderwood Assisted Living in 
Brockport. 

¶ Mary Beth MacKenzie’s cousin David recovering from surgery and doing well. 

¶ Nora Bush recovering from a fall. 

¶ Hannah Walker in Kirkhaven. 

¶ Rev. Gordon Webster in Strong Hospital dealing with COVID since November. 

¶ Paula Sousa’s 90-year-old uncle in hospice. 

¶ Howard Falke now at home from rehab after a fall recently. 

¶ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŦƻǊΧEric Paquin, Angelika Alvarez, Debbie Schnabel, and Sonia Davis. 

¶ Our sympathȅ ǘƻΧthe family of Mrs. Norma Polizzi who passed away on March 27. 

¶ IŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǘƻΧFrona Rossman who celebrated her 90th birthday on April 11. 

 
Deacon’s Better Understanding in Caring Relationships 

 

!ǘ ƻǳǊ 5ŜŀŎƻƴΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ {ŀǊŀƘ /ǳƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƻƴ 5ŜƳŜƴǘƛŀκ!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎΦ   It was very informative and we truly enjoyed her 
presentation.  You can view a PDF of the presentation here .  If you are interested in receiving 
the recorded video link, please contact Barb Snaith at basnaith@frontiernet.net.   
 
¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ {ŀǊŀƘ /ǳƭǇΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΥ 
https://www.stjohnsliving.org/story/sarah-culps-story/ 
 
{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŎƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƻǳǊ 
church shut-ins, I felt it was important to have Sarah present and share 
her experience with all of us!  This is one way the Deacons live out 
the sixth mark of a vital congregation, άŎŀǊƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎέ, which 
ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ that the session has 
committed to.  
 
Sending blessing to you all!! 
 
Barb Snaith 
Moderator, Deacons  

 

 
 

Stories wanted 
Devotionals are an inspiring way to reach out to your church 
community.  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ όƴƻ ŀƎŜ ƭƛƳƛǘǎύ ǘƻ ά{ƘŀǊŜ 
ȅƻǳǊ {ǘƻǊȅέ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜƭǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ 
 

Here are some Devotional ideas and guidelines for Share your 
Story ς /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ DƛŦǘǎ: 
 

Although it is not safe to share our physical space, we all long to 
be close in other ways.  We must instead focus on the glory of 
DƻŘΩǎ !ōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ  Your devotional can be in the form of a 
written document or video and should be a way for you to 
discuss how you have experienced God in your life.  It may be 
ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŦŜƭǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ 
with your gifts of time, talent or money.   tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅƻǳ ŦŜƭǘ DƻŘΩǎ 
abundance as you helped prepare and serve meals at St. 
WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎΦ   Maybe you experienced it as you helped with a youth 
project, or the Jamaica trip, or as a church committee member, or wherever else you felt the 
holy spirit touch you. 
 

If you would like to write or type out the words, it should be about 70-140 words.  You do not 
need to include your name if you do not feel comfortable sharing that information.  If you could 
include your initials, or indicate whether you are a church member or visitor, that would be 
helpful.  It can be helpful to include a Bible quote or a story from your experiences.  Luke 8:38-
39, Corinthians 2:1-4, Mark 5:19, or any other scripture that you feel represents this idea for 
you.  In addition, if you need someone to come with a camera or phone and to record this video 
then we would be happy to help, in whatever setting you feel comfortable.  
 

Please submit your devotionals to the church office as soon as possible.  Thank you for 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 
 

Larry Wakeman (247-3296), Chair of the Generosity Team 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://gatespres.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/On-Dementia-Deacon-Presentation-April-13-2021-Sarah-Culp.pdf
mailto:basnaith@frontiernet.net
https://www.stjohnsliving.org/story/sarah-culps-story/


From the Personnel Ministry Team 

We are truly blessed here at GPC to have so many people committed 
to providing their time and talents contributing to the mission and 
ministry of our church. 
 

We want to recognize one group who help with the financial matters 
of GPC.  That group includes our offering counting teams.  This group 
of people have continued to sort, count, input the offerings into the 
computer program and make the deposits at the bank on a regular 
basis throughout the months of the pandemic.  This is all done behind 
the scenes every few weeks so that the offerings can be accounted for 
and then used to support the financial needs of GPC. 
 

Members of the current GPC counting team include Cheryl and Bruce 
Taylor, Sue and Jim Poole, and Marty Ohman.  Other people helping support the financial and 
accounting matters of the church include Tracy Burkovich, Treasurer, Vicki Gutheil, Financial 
Secretary, and Jim Meddaugh financial auditor. 
 

From our GPC church family, we say Thank You to all of you who currently participate in this part 
of the mission and ministry of GPC and Thank You to the many other people who have 
volunteered their time in the past as members of the counting teams.  

 
A note from the Hospitality Team 
The Hospitality Team was super excited to see so many 
of our members in the Palm Sunday Parade!  Despite 
the wind, not only did we have many of our members 
drive through, but so did lots of others from our 
community!  People looking for palms, prayers, and just a friendly 
ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΗέ  Lƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƭŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
that are usually in front of the church, they are getting some new and 
improved posts and will be back soon! 

 
 

 

Worship with Us 
Please join us online every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. for worship.  Go to 
our website at www.gatespres.org.  Once there, click on the link on 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ Ψ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩΣ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƭƛƴƪ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ 
to our YouTube channel and watch the service for that week.  The 
bulletin, sermon and any inserts are posted there as well. 

Pave the Way 
ά²ƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ paved the way ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ 

Matthew 6:27-30 
 

¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ Pave the Way over the 
past several months.  It is now officially underway!  Our goal is to raise 
$200,000 over the next two years.  These funds will be used for roof 
replacement, parking lot reconstruction, and the establishment of a 
major repair fund to help with future needs.  We have great news to 
report!  Because of the generosity of some early-givers, we are over 
half way to our goal! 

 

We are excited to announce that the campaign will have a dedicated webpage. We hope to have 
it live sometime in May. It will be easy to find. Just go to the GPC website (www.gatespres.org) 
and on the home page you will find a direct link to the PTW page.  You will find a colorful graphic 
showing our progress, which will be updated throughout the campaign. You will also find great 
information about the roof repair and the parking lot reconstruction, including graphs, drawings, 
and videos by several GPC Trustees.  There are videos from Rev. Laura and the Pave the Way co-
captains. 
 

You will be receiving a congregational letter soon with details about the giving campaign along 
with a pledge card that can be mailed to church.  No gift is too small to be counted. Every 
contribution is needed toward Pave(ing) the Way to new and exciting mission opportunities for 
GPC as we open our doors to community service organizations and build relationship with our 
future neighbors at Churchview Commons. 
 

Thank you for your continued support! As always, we are happy to talk with you and answer any 
questions. 

Jan Beutner 
Co-Captain, PAVE THE WAY                                       
585-293-7011 
janbeutner@gmail.com 

Mary Hadley 
Co-Captain, PAVE THE WAY 
585-730-7592 
maryahadley@gmail.com 

 
Giving for Others 
We invite you to continue your regular giving to Gates Presbyterian Church.  You can send your 
contribution in the mail to: 
 

Gates Presbyterian Church, 1049 Wegman Road, Rochester, NY 14624 
 

Electronic Giving. If you currently utilize online banking or bill pay, add Gates Presbyterian 
Church, 1049 Wegman Rd, Rochester, NY 14624 as a vendor and include your pledge as you 
process your other online payments. 

http://www.gatespres.org/
http://www.gatespres.org/
about:blank
mailto:maryahadley@gmail.com


Mission Updates 
× Food drives are the 4th Saturday of the month from 11:00 ς 2:00.  

The next drive will be on May 22nd.  We appreciate all donations 
of food and hygiene items.  SWEM is currently low on canned 
carrots and beets, any pasta except spaghetti and elbows, yams, 
jelly, and soup.  Of course, all items are always gratefully received! 

× The next Mission team meeting will be Monday, May 3rd at 7:00, 
via Zoom.  Contact Sally Christensen (703-6238) for Zoom 
information if you would like to attend.   

× Every month, the Mission Team is going to highlight one of the 
organizations that GPC supports.  This month we would like to 
highlight Cameron Community Ministries.  GPC has supported 
this organization for many years - serving lunches, providing 
volunteer tutors, providing gifts for their annual Christmas and 
holiday events, donating needed items for their pantries, and through financial support.   
Cameron Community Ministries is an Urban Outreach Community Center in the Lyell-Otis 
Neighborhood of Rochester, NY. 

 

From their website:  άhǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
create a vibrant and thriving community through empowerment and advocacy while meeting 
basic needs.  We offer many programs including youth after-school and summer programs, a 
Teen Center, Peace Garden, a free hot meal program that serves lunch daily, an emergency food 
pantry, and a clothing house that serves community members in need of clothing and 
housewares.έ 
 

Our History:  In 1866 a little Chapel was built at Ambrose and Lake Ave. When the congregation 
grew they built what is now Lake Avenue Baptist. When Lake Avenue Baptist was complete, the 
little Chapel was moved brick by brick to Lyell Avenue and Cameron Street. The little Chapel 
became Lyell Avenue Baptist Church. The Congregation existed for 90 years. 
 

The congregation dwindled during the early 1980s, and the Lyell Avenue Baptist Church was 
decommissioned. At the same time, the American Baptist Churches of Monroe County and the 
Genesee Valley Presbytery were looking for spaces to establish a community ministry. 
 

In 1984 Jane Baldwin, a student at Colgate Divinity School, conducted a needs assessment for 
the Lyell Ave area and concluded that the needs of this aging neighborhood were many, and the 
services were few. She became the part-time coordinator for the ministry. April 23rd, 1985, 
Cameron Community Ministries became legally incorporated. Jane Baldwin became the first 
9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ //a ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ tǊƻƎǊŀms, 
ǘƘŜ Iƻǘ [ǳƴŎƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ /ƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ /ƭƻǎŜǘΦέ 
 

For further information visit and a list of current needs, visit cameronministries.org 

Pentecost Special Offering - Sunday, May 23 
The PCUSA tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 
Harbinger.  The Pentecost offering supports children, youth, and young 
adults.  The congregation retains 40%; and 60% is used by the PCUSA to support 
Young Adult Volunteers, Ministries with Youth (including Triennium), and children 
at risk.  Thank you in advance for your support.  

 
 

Donations needed for bag lunches 
 

¶ Individual bags of chips and/or cookies 

¶ Any type of fruit; whole, fruit cups, applesauce cups, 
small yogurt 

¶ Granola bars 

¶ Candy 

¶ Bottled water 

¶ Napkins 

¶ Tuna 

¶ Mayonnaise 

Items can be dropped off at Tracy's house at 1082 Westside Drive, in the bin on the built-in 
bench next to the garage.  Feel free to contact me (tburkovich@yahoo.com) if you would like to 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΩǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ фΥолŀƳΦ  This is an ongoing mission so there is no 
deadline for when items are needed.  We have an ongoing inventory in the church kitchen. 
 

 
 

 

Liturgist Schedule for May 

May 2:  Kathy Wakeman 
May 9:  Roy Smith 
May 16:  Jan Brewer 
May 23:  Janice Bilohlavek 
May 30:  Alex McKeel 
 
 

 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 
Join via Zoom:  Bible Study 
Meeting ID: 859 6516 3645 
Passcode: 488716 
One tap mobile:  
+19292056099,85965163645# US (NY) 
 

 
 

 

https://cameronministries.org/
mailto:tburkovich@yahoo.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85965163645?pwd=dk93RVN5VzFDSGdRL0YxVWJmejl4Zz09


Mustard Seed Scholarship 2021 Recipients 
It is with great pleasure that the Mustard Seed Scholarship Committee announces that Aleigha 
Binko and Carson Wohlers will each receive $3,000 awards this year.  Aleigha is excited to begin 
her studies at Binghamton University and her career goaƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ tƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ 
ŀƴŘ /ŀǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ tŀǳƭ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ 
 

Our GPC family has been fortunate to witness the growth of these remarkable young adults 
since before they were baptized. They have been active in the life of Gates Presbyterian Church 
through Sunday School, Junior & Youth Choir, Youth Groups, and helping at fundraisers. Both 
Carson and Aleigha have served as Youth Trustees and Liturgists.  
 

As part of the Mustard Seed application, candidates are required to write a response to one of 
four essay questions. Their choices and excerpts from their responses follow. (Note that 
responses have been edited for length.) 
 

Aleigha chose:  In the book of Luke, Jesus said that the kingdom of God is compared to a man 
who takes a mustard seed and plants it in his field. The plant grows and becomes a tree, and 
the birds make their nest in its branches. How have you experienced this parable in your own 
life?  
 

Each chapter in my life, each experience serving others, has shaped my persona and my point of 
view in life. The mustard seed that was me, planted as a child, has grown with nourishment from 
those around me, helping me grow from a seed to a tender seedling, an immature plant, and 
finally into a mature tree. This tree has begun to sprout branches and fill out, branches that will 
reach out to others in need. As I continue to mature, I think these branches will produce seeds 
that will spread and scatter, sharing my own fruitful joys in life. I now consider myself as a place 
where others can count on finding peace, justice, and kindness. I am a person who is always 
willing to reach out to others in need and to take action to provide help for others. 
 
Carson chose:  Think of someone you met on a work project. Describe the person and how you 
were influenced by him/her. What insights did you discover about your faith in meeting this 
person?  
 

A year ago, I was fortunate enough to travel to Jamaica on a work project. While I was there, I 
met a ton of amazing people. One was a man named Damion. It began when Mrs. B accidentally 
stepped on a sea urchin. Luckily, the sea urchin was dead, but a few of the spines ended up 
getting stuck in the bottom of her foot. Upon hearing all the commotion of our group worrying 
ŀōƻǳǘ aǊǎΦ .Σ 5ŀƳƛƻƴ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊǘΣ ƘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ 
way that he could, retrieving ice and giving pointers on how to safely remove the spines. 
 

He showed kindness and humility with a group of people he had never met, and was extremely 
humble after the ordeal, even offering to drive us the short way back to our house in his van. I 
use his immediate sense of selflessness and kindness as an inspiration today. 

 
Later in the week, we occasionally traveled with Damion. He was always extremely kind 
to all of us, offering bits of local information and being very knowledgeable about the 
ōŜǎǘ άƘƛŘŘŜƴέ ǎǇƻǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ L ǿƛǎƘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ WŀƳŀŎƛŀ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 5ŀƳƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŜƭŦƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ 
assisting us along our way. 
 
Damion embodies the bible verse 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 perfectly. (Love is patient and 
kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude.) His quiet kindness has 
inspired my daily life, in patience and in unselfish kindness in everything I do and to 
everyone I meet. 

 
We are indeed fortunate that Aleigha and Carson have been such inspirational members of our 
GPC family.  Please join us in wishing them well as they continue their journeys and remind 
them that we look forward to their visits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As Christians, we are in a continuous process of growth in 
relationship with God, each other, and self.  This is especially true of 
those who have been called to service in the ordered ministries of 
the church.  During 2021, resources specifically geared toward this 
ecclesial growth will be provided for those currently serving, and 
those preparing to serve, PC(USA) congregations as ruling elders 
and deacons. 
 

Details and links to various resources can be found here: 
https://oga.pcusa.org/section/mid-council-ministries/leadership-formation-ruling-elders-
deacons/ 
 

https://oga.pcusa.org/section/mid-council-ministries/leadership-formation-ruling-elders-deacons/
https://oga.pcusa.org/section/mid-council-ministries/leadership-formation-ruling-elders-deacons/


GPC Updates for Children and Youth 
Spring and Summer 2021 

 
Hello to all our parents, children, youth, grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
friends and anyone else interested in our offerings for Children and 
Youth during the spring and summer of 2021! Our Youth and Young 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŘƛŘ ǎƻƳŜ ōǊŀƛƴǎǘƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀnd we are hopeful that 
the following schedule may offer something for everyone. Beyond the 
listed events, please know that we would LOVE for volunteers 
interested in contributing to our worship services in any capacity. 
Contact jennifer@gatespres.org if you would like more information. 
 

Youth Group: 
May 2, 2-4 p.m. Hike and Ice cream 

May 23, 2-4 p.m. (Rain date for Hike and Ice Cream) or Pool Noodle Tag 

(and sidewalk chalk, bubbles) at the church 

June 6, 6-8 p.m. Cookie Cake and Year End Celebration; graduating 

seniors will receive gifts (rain or shine at the church) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Families of GPC: 
June 6: /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ- Jen and Lauren will be in touch with all 

families to coordinate participation in the worship service. This will be a 

ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ άƎƛŦǘέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ ǘǊȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

what we are planning. 

 

Confirmation Class: 
Sunday, May 16th is Confirmation Sunday where our class will lead 
worship! 
 

 
 
 
 

ƻǾŜǊ Ҧ 

Congratulations to our confirmands Benett Marconi, Steph Maar 
(getting confirmed at Brockport), Alex McKeel, and Graham Wohlers.  
Special blessings to Isabel Lesniak, Celeste Cook, and Brendan Shaw for 
participating in our class this year and making the choice to learn more 
about what calls them in faith instead of getting confirmed at this time.  
We are so proud of all of you for sticking with our class even though 
being on Zoom made it difficult! 
 

Thank you to our Confirmation Class Sponsors:  Tracy Burkovich, Carol 
Balsley, Kris Ohman, Ginny Smith, Dennis White, Debbie White, and 
Beth Molina.  You are so appreciated! 
 

Summer News!  
In place of the Junior High Work Project, on July 12-
15 we will be doing mission-related activities from 6-
7:30 p.m. each night out on the church front lawn for 
ALL ages.  For example, we will decorate and fill 
welcome gift bags for Harbor House, put together 
craft bags for families at the YWCA, write cards for 
shut ins, and more.  Activities will be spaced out at 
tables outside, masks will be in place, and the church 
bathroom will be available as needed.  Anyone is 
welcome for any amount of time on any day! 
 

Senior High Work Project August 1-7 in Theresa, NY rehabbing a house 
with MINC! $50 deposit due upon registration. Contact Jen for more 
info. 
 

Senior Slide Show 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΗΗ YŜŎƛŀ .ƛƴƪƻ ƛǎ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ 
slide show for Children and Youth Sunday.  Please email her 
(binkokecia@gmail.com) pictures by May 23rd for them to be included.  
Seniors are Aleigha Binko, Maggie Bracken, Emma Savino, and Carson 
Wohlers. 
 
 

mailto:binkokecia@gmail.com

