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Learning what Jesus did to help his
community has inspired me to help my
community with Christ by my side. My
life has had many difficult turns that
haven’t been easy for me, but I know if I
think I'm in this alone, I will never be
alone as long as Christ is looking over me.
~ Steph M

I believe the bible is the direct
word of God. God is all knowing
and all powerful. Jesus sacrificed
himself to wipe away our sins. |
use church as a time to reflect on
my faith.

~ Benett M.

Confirmation Sunday ~ May 16, 2021

When I first started going to church, I
didn’t really think about what the
pastor was saying or who God even
was. Now I know that he is much more
than just a story-book character that
you hear about. He is my protector; he
is always there for me whenever I need
him. God is always watching over me
making sure that I am safe and that I
make the right decisions. Even if
sometimes bad things happen, I always
know that God will be there for me
through whatever life throws my way.
~ Graham W

Please enjoy these Statements of Faith written by our Confirmands
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Worship, followed by Fellowship Hour on Zoom
Youth Group (until 4:00 p.m.)

Bible Study

Worship,followed by Fellowship Hour on Zoom
Trustees Meeting

Public Worship Meeting

BibleStudy
COVID Task Force meeting

Generosity Team meeting

Confirmation Sunday
Worship, followed by Fellowship Hour on Zoom
Deacons Meeting

Session Meeting

June Harbinger Articles due
Bible Study

Mission Food / Personal Hygiene Collection

Pentecost Sunday

Worship, followed by~ellowship Hour on Zoom
1%t ¢ 6" Grade Peace Circles

Youth Group (until 4:00 p.m.)

Bible Study

Hybrid Worship

Worship will be held outdoors for those that would lik
to attend in person; it withiso be livestreamed for
those that feel more comfortable joining from home.

From Rev. Laura Bachmann

This week, | have been reading about forest bathing, a practice which started in Japan almost forty
years ago and which has becoimereasingly popular across the globe as an antidote to technology
burnout. Forest bathing involves going slowly and silently into nature, allowing our senses to notice
the sounds, and sights and smells that we encounter, and becoming intentionally afxare o

bodies and how they connect to nature and the earth. It turns out that forest bathing yields all kinds
of physical benefits from decreased levels of stress hormones and blood sugar, to improved mood
and reduced blood pressure.

These health benefitare wonderful, of course, but as a Christian, forest bathing also resonates with
me in deeper ways. | find myself pondering how this connection to the divine life force also invites us
into a deeper experience of bathing in the Spirit. What, | wonder, &vbappen in our communities

if we took up the practice of Holy Spirit bathing?

This month, as we celebrate Pentecost, along with multiple baptisms and three confirmations, we
have the opportunity to remember and reflect on what it means to be enfold@ MR Q& { LIJA NXR
baptism, inspired by the Spirit in confirmation, and sent out by the Spirit on Pentecost to proclaim
D2RQa 3I22R ySga (2 Fft GKS g2NIR® ¢KS |1 2f& {1
through our baptisms, instilled inusinthe2 NRQ& { dzLJLJISNE FyR o0f 26y Ay
take, provides support and inspiration, comfort and renewal for our life as people of faith.

This month, as we intentionally focus on welcoming our children and

youth into a deeper experience of lifie our church, let us open our
KSINIia IyR YAYR& (G2 o0lFGKS Ay GKS {
us, to drink deeply from the water of life offered by the Spirit to sustain

us in times of sorrow or trouble, and to sink deeply into the sure and
SNIFAY K2LIS GKFEG y2KAy3 gAff &SL
GKS {LANRG AazX L GKAY1Z G2 2Ly 2«
presence into our everyday lives to guide and nudge us in the ways that

we should go.

As the world slowly bgins to reopen and we step carefully out into a
transformed space, bathing our minds and souls in the Spirit helps us to
see clearly the new opportunities this pandemic time has birthed. Instead
“a, & 2F dNBSydte NBUGANYAy3I G2 thappenifi KI G
* gy pspne® ™ we allow the Spirit to give us the courage to try new things, to follow new
practices, to take new risks in how we reach out to our community, in how we pray and worship and
didzReé (23SHUKSNE Ay K2g 6S aRBSOREROKE: LISFLIE SO
aSlhazy 2F 9FadSNIIFYyR tSyiaSoOz2adas fSiG dza LINI &
FYR aK2g¢g dza oKFd G2 R2®¢ [ SO dza 32 F2NIK (2 ¢
surely come from the sustairgrexperience of immersing ourselves in the God of the resurrection.

Grace and peace,
Laura



From the Deacons Stories wanted

tf SFAS {({SSLI Ay G(GK2dAKG 3 LINI & SNX Devotionals are an inspiring way to reach out to your church

1 John Belt with kidney disease and awaiting a transplant. community. 2 S FNBE t€221Ay3 F2N LIS2LX S -3S tAY.

1 John Walker now recovering from surgery at Elderwood Assisted Living in e2dz2NJ { U2Nee 2F K2¢g e2dz KIS ¥ 2 Q LINE &
Brockport.

Here are some Devotional ideas and guidelines for Share your

1 Mary Beth MacKenzie’s cousinDavidrecovering from surgery and doing well. Storyc/ St SONI GAYy3 D2RQ& DAT&

1 Nora Bush recovering from a fall.
9 Hannah Walker in Kirkhaven Although it is not safe to share our physical space, we all long

1 Rev. Gordon Webster in Strong Hospital dealing with COVID since November. be close in other waysWe must instead focus on the glory of

1 Paula Sousa’s 90-yearold uncle in hospice. D2RQA& ! 0 MayrRévgfiGnhal dan be in the form of a

1 Howard Falke now at home from rehab after a fall recently. written document or video and should lzeway for you to

1/ 2y GAYdzSR EtidRdquinSANgelikaARaKeK Debbie Schnabel, andSonia Davis. discuss how you have experienced God in your lifenay be

 Our sympat@  {h2 fa4mily ofMrs. Norma Polizzi who passed away on March 27. uUKhuUu ezdz ¥S5tu D2RQa LINBasSyoO

1 | LILJE . A Rebn&Rasdsnéan whé célebrated her 90birthday on April 11. with your gifts of time, talent or moneyt SNK I LJa € 2 A ]
abundance as you helped prepare and serve maiaft. “ong pisin e

w2 i S INKyDeéydu experienced it as you helped with a youth

project, or the Jamaica trip, or as a church committee member, or wherever else you felt the
LG 2dNJ 5851 02y Qa  YSSLX VST atdiNSi 24S K| DAY K H RI KK 3 choly spirit touch you.

G2 LINBaSyid (2 dza 2 was &y Bigrindtiveardvé tilg énjsy@dNiara o
presentation. You can view a PDF of the presentdigne. If you are interested in receiving

the recorded video link, please contact Barb Snaithasnaith@frontiernet.net

Deacon’s Better Understanding in Caring Relationships

If you would like to write or type out the words, it should be ab@0t140 words.You do not

need to include your name if you do not feel comfortable sharing that informatibyou could
include your initials, or indicate whether you are a church member or visitor, that would be
helpful. It can be helpful to include a Bible quote or a story from your experiericeaise 8:38

39, Corinthians 2:4, Mark 5:19, or any other sctige that you feel represents this idea for

you. In addition, if you need someone to come with a camera or phone and to record this video
then we would be happy to help, in whatever setting you feel comfortable.

¢CK2dz3KG @&2dz ¢g2dzft R 6S AYyGSNBaidiSR A
https://www.stjohnsliving.org/story/sarakculpsstory/

{ I N} K / dzt LI
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church shutins, | felt it was important to have Sarah present and shar,
her experience with all of usThis is one way the Deacons live out
the sixth mark of a vital congregatioa, O NA y' 3 NJBvhidh {
Ad LI NI 2F GKS @A (Hatithe £28siprohdss 3 |
committed to.

OF NAy3a ¥F2
Please submit your devotionals to the cbl office as soon as possiblEhank you for
FyagSNAYy3a D2RQa OlFfft G2 NBIFIOK 2dzi (2 &2dzNJ C

G A G A @ S&larry Wakeman (243296) Chair of the Generosity Team
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Sending blessing to you all!!

Barb Snaith
Moderator, Deacons

e
I3

-

&


http://gatespres.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/On-Dementia-Deacon-Presentation-April-13-2021-Sarah-Culp.pdf
mailto:basnaith@frontiernet.net
https://www.stjohnsliving.org/story/sarah-culps-story/

From the Personnel Ministry Team

We are truly blessed here at GPC to have so npaople committed
to providing their time and talents contributing to the mission and
ministry of our church.

We want to recognize one group who help with the financial matters
of GPC. That group includes our offering counting teams. This gro!
of peoplehave continued to sort, count, input the offerings into the
computer program and make the deposits at the bank on a regular
basis throughout the months of the pandemic. This is all done behi
the scenes every few weeks so that the offerings can be ateddor
and then used to support the financial needs of GPC.
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Members of the current GPC counting team include Cheryl and Bruce
Taylor, Sue and Jim Poole, and Marty Ohman. Other people helping support the financial and
accounting matters of the churchdlude Tracy Burkovich, Treasurer, Vicki Gutheil, Financial
Secretary, and Jim Meddaugh financial auditor.

From our GPC church family, we say Thank You to all of you who currently participate in this part
of the mission and ministry of GPC and Thank Y dganany other people who have
volunteered their time in the past as members of the counting teams.

~n o

A note from the Hospitality Team
The Hospitality Team was super excited to see so mal/ 6
of our members in the Palm Sunday Parade! Despite(\
the wind, notonly did we have many of our members
drive through, but so did lots of others from our
community! People looking for palms, prayers, and just a friendly
G2 St O2YSH¢
that are usually in front of th churchthey are getting some new and
improved posts and will be back soon!

~—

Worship with Us
Please join us online every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. for worship. Go t

our website atvww.gatespres.org Once there, click on the linkon r-+/
GKS K2YS LI 3IS FT2NJ W2 2NBEKAL) { SN\Q 2. GoNe Y
Z,

R
to our YouTube channel and watch the service for that week. The N
bulletin, sermon and any inserts are posted there as well.

Pave the Way
G2 KSNBEO@SNJ @2dz | NB 3I2Ay3IpadtRe Wiy 2 NI & A
Matthew 6:2730

,2dz2Q@3S 0SSy KSI NRAY 3 Phvéthedalny ogedthdd 3 A
past several monthsilt is nowofficially underway!Our goal is to raise
$200,000 over the next two year3hese funds will be used favof
replacement, parking lateconstruction, and the establishment of a
— ———— major repair fund to help witluture needs.We have great news to
S _~ report! Because of the generosity of some eaglyers, we arever
- half way to our goal!

We are excited to announce that the campaign willdhawedicated webpage. We hope to have
it live sometime in May. It will be easy to find. Just go to the GPC websitev gatespres.orp

and on the homegpage you will find a direct link to the PTW pag@u will fid a colorful graphic
showing our progressyhich will be updated throughout the campaign. You will also find great
information about the roofepair and the parking lot reconstruction, including graphs, drawings,
and videos by several GPflistees.Thereare videos from Rev. Laura and the Pave the Way co
captains.

You will be receiving a congregational letter soon with details about the giving campaign along
with apledge card that can be mailed to churdio gift is too small to be counted. Every
contribution isneeded toward Pave(ing) the Way to new and exciting mission opportunities for
GPC as we open odoors to community service organizations and build relationship with our
future neighbors aChurchview Commons.

Thank you for your continued suppbAs always, we are happy to talk with you and answer any
questions.

Jan Beutner Mary Hadley

Ly OF&S &2dz 6SNB 62y RSNAY I ¢KSNEoChpthis PAMEINWEIVAY 3 E£E0Aptain0A/KE THEMAY

5852937011
janbeutner@gmail.com

585-730-7592
maryahadley@gmail.com

Giving for Others
We invite you to continue your regular giving to Gates Presbyterian Church. You can send your
contribution in the mail to:

Gates Presbyterian Church, 1049 Wegman Road, Rochester, NY 14624

i K SHdstromic2Gizingd Yoy curkehtly (tilizéohldba@rikihgor bill pay, add Gates Presbyterian

Church, 1049 Wegman Rd, Rochester, NY 14624 as a vendor and include your pledge as you
process your other onlinegyments.


http://www.gatespres.org/
http://www.gatespres.org/
about:blank
mailto:maryahadley@gmail.com

Mission Updates

X Food drives arethe 4" Saturdayof the month from 11:00¢ 2:00.
Thenextdrive will be on May 22", We appreciateall donations

of food and hygieneitems. SWEM is currently low on canned
carrots and beets, any pastxcept spaghetti and elbows, yams,
jelly, and soup. Of course, all items are always gratefully receive
The nextMission team meeting will be Monday May 39 at 7:00,

via Zoom. Contact Sally Christensen (8238) for Zoom
information if you would like to attend.

Every month, the Mission Team is going to highlight one of the
organizations that GPC supports. This month we would like to
highlightCameron Community Ministries. GPC has supported

this organization for many yearserving lunches, providing
volunteertutors, providing gifts for their annual Christmas and
holiday events, donating needed items for their pantries, and through financial support.
Cameron Community Ministries is an Urban Outreach Community Center in th©tigell
Neighborhood of RochesteNY.

From theirwebsite: G h dzNJ YA aaAz2y Aa (2 62N
create a vibrant and thriving community through empowerment and advocacy while meeting
basic needsWe offer many programs including youth afsrhool and summer programs, a

Teen Center, Peace Garden, a freethetal program that serves lunch daily, an emergency food
pantry, and a clothing house that servia@mmunity members in need of clothing and
housewares

Our History: In 1866 a little Chapel was built Ambrose and Lake Ave. When the congregation
grew they built what is now Lake Avenue Baptist. When Lake Avenue Baptist was complete, the
little Chapel was moved brick by brick to Lyell Avenue and Cameron Street. The little Chapel
became Lyell Avenue BagttiChurch. The Congregation existed for 90 years.

The congregation dwindled during the early 1980s, and the Lyell Avenue Baptist Church was
decommissioned. At the same time, the American Baptist Churches of Monroe County and the
Genesee Valley Presbytemgre looking for spaces to establish a community ministry.

In 1984 Jane Baldwin, a student at Colgate Divinity School, conducted a needs assessment for
the Lyell Ave area and concluded that the needs of this aging neighborhood were many, and the
servicesvere few. She became the parine coordinator for the ministry. April 23rd, 1985,
Cameron Community Ministries became legally incorporated. Jane Baldwin became the first
9ESOdziABS S5ANBOG2N® 2A0GK GKS ySSRQ&a ImsaSa
GKS 123G [dzyOK t NRAN}YYZ YR | [/ f2GKAYy3 [ {2
For further information visit and a list of current needs, \@sitneronministries.org
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Pentecost Special Offering - Sunday, May 23

ThePCUSASY 1S024ad 2FFSNAy3a Sy@St2LIa |
Harbinger. The Pentecost offering supports children, youth, and young

adults. The congregation retains 40%; and 60% is used by the PCUSA to support
Young Adult Volunteersfinistries with Youth (icluding Triennium), and children

at risk. Thank you in advance for your support.

NB

Saint Joseph’s
House of Hospitality

Donations needed for bag lunches

1 Individual bags of chips and/or cookies 1 Bottled water

1 Any type of fruit; whole, fruit cups, applesauce cuf § Napkins
small yogurt I Tuna

M Granola bars 1 Mayonnaise

1 Candy

Items can be dropped off at Tracy's house at 1082 Westside,Dmittee bin on the buitn
bench next to the garageFeel free to contact méburkovich@yahoo.comif you would like to
@2t dzyGSSNI a ¢Sttt 2y aThgiRandaing MiSsi sb thdre/isdno | G

deadline for when items are needed. We have an ongoing inventory in thelckiichen.

Liturgist Schedule for May

May 2: Kathy Wakeman
May 9: Roy Smith

May 16: Jan Brewer

May 23: Janice Bilohlavek
May 30: Alex McKeel

Bible

Study /i

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
Join viaZzoom: Bible Study
Meeting ID:859 6516 3645
Passcode488716
One tap mobile:
+19292056099,85965163645# US (NY)

—
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I..ay Readers
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https://cameronministries.org/
mailto:tburkovich@yahoo.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85965163645?pwd=dk93RVN5VzFDSGdRL0YxVWJmejl4Zz09

Mustard Seed Scholarship 2021 Recipients He showed kindness and humility with a group of people henbaer met, and was extremely

It is with great pleasure that the Mustard Seed Scholarship Committee announces that Aleigha humble after the ordeal, even offering to drive us the short way back to our house in his van. |
Binko and Carson Wobhlers will each receive $3,000 awards this year. Aleigha is excited to begin use his immediate sense of selflessness and kindness as an inspiration today.
her studies at Binghamton University and her careefgoaA & (G2 06S02YS || t Ke@aAaxOAlyQa ! aaraidl yi

YR / FN&B2Y A& f221Ay3 F2NBINR (2 &adGddzRéAy3d 9y JdiNRy vagyntheqeek &g aSqagipgally trgveledwighlm (He was riways extrentely ind § ¢
to all of us, offering bits of local information and being very knowledgeable about the

Qur GPC family has been fqrtunate to withess the_gro_wth of_these remarkable young adults 684l GKARRSYé allRia Ay GKS FNBLEL® L HAAK
since before they were baptl_zed. Thiegve bee_n active in the life of Gates_ Presbyterla_n Church LNRE280GS FyR Y2ad &FF (KSR IAVESEINE O i1 dzi
through Sunday School, Junior & Youth Choir, Youth Groups, and helping at fundraisers. Both o

: S assisting us along our way.
Carson and Aleigha have served as Youth Trustees and Liturgists.
As part of the Mustard Seed applicatiarandidates are required to write a response to one of Damion embodies the bible verse 1 Corinthians-T3érfectly. (Love is patient and
four essay questions. Their choices and excerpts from their responses fMlote.that kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude.) His quiet kindness has
responses have been edited for length.) inspired ny daily life, in patience and in unselfish kindness in everything | do and to

Aleigha chose: In the book of Luke, Jesus said that the kingdontdad$ Gompared to a man everyone | meet.

who takes a mustard seed and plants it in his field. The plant grows and becomes a tree, and
the birds make their nest in its branches. How have you experienced this parable in your own
life?

We are indeed fortunate that Aleigha and Carson have been such inspirational members of our
GPC familyPlease join us in wishing them well as they continugrtfourneys and remind
them that we look forward to their visits.

Each chapter in my life, each experieserving others, has shaped my persona and my point of
view in life. The mustard seed that was me, planted as a child, has grown with nourishment from

those around me, helping me grow from a seed to a tender seedling, an immature plant, and YEAR OF
finally into amature tree. This tree has begun to sprout branches and fill out, branches that will
reach out to others in need. As | continue to mature, | think these branches will produce seeds MDER F(SRMATON
that will spread and scatter, sharing my own fruitful joys in life. | comsider myself as a place
where others can count on finding peace, justice, and kindness. | am a person who is always =m= m
willing to reach out to others in need and to take action to provide help for others. 1)
As Christians, we are in a continuous process of growth in
Carson chose: Think of someone you met on a \worject. Describe the person and how you relationship with God, each other, and selthis is especially true of
were influenced by him/her. What insights did you discover about your faith in meeting this those who have been called to service in the ordered ministries ¢
person? the church.During 2021, resources specifically gearegdrd this
ecclesial growth will be provided for those currently serving, and

those preparing to serve, PC(USA) congregations as ruling eldersg,
and deacons.

A year ago, | was fortunate enough to travel to Jamaica on a work project. While | was there, |
met a ton of amaing people. One was a man named Damion. It began when Mrs. B accidentally

stepped on a sea urchin. Luckily, the sea urchin was dead, but a few of the spines ended up eoep geavh
getting stuck in the bottom of her foot. Upon hearing all the commotion of our group ingrry Details and links to various resources can be found here:
Fo2dzi aNBER® . X 5FYA2y ad0dSLIISR Ay (G2 KSf L ! f (K 2https://oga.pcusa.org/section/migcouncitministries/leadershigfiormation-ruling-elders 308

way that he could, retrieving ice and giving pointers on how to safely remove the spines. deacons/


https://oga.pcusa.org/section/mid-council-ministries/leadership-formation-ruling-elders-deacons/
https://oga.pcusa.org/section/mid-council-ministries/leadership-formation-ruling-elders-deacons/

GPC Updates for Children and Youth Congratulations to our confirmands Benett Marco8teph Maar
Spring and Summer 2021 (getting confirmed at Brockport), Alex McKeel, and Graham Wohlers.
Special blessings to Isabel Lesniak, Celeste Cook, and Brendan Shaw for

Hello to all our parents, children, youth, grandparents, aunts, uncles, participating in our class this year and making the choice to learn more

friends and anyone else interested in our offerings for Children and about what calls them in faitinstead of getting confirmed at this time.

Youth during the spring and summer of 2021! Our Youth and Young Wg are so proud of aII' of you for sticking with our class even though
I KAt RNBY QA / 2YYA {8 &dwelar hapafurtat 6 NI A v a BSQGP £qPrg made it difficult!

the following schedule may offer something for everyone. Beyond the Thank you to our Confirmation Class Sponsarsicy Burkovich, Carol
listed events, please know that we would LOVE for volunteers Balsley, Kris Ohman, Ginny Smith, Dennis White, Debbie White, and
interested in contributing to our worship services in any capacity. Beth Molina. You are so appreciated!

Contact jennifer@gatespres.org ifyyavould like more information.
Summer News!

Youth Group: In place of the Junior High Work Project, on July 12

May 2, 2-4 p.m. Hike and Ice cream 15 we will be doing missierelated activities from 6

May 23, 2-4 p.m. (Rain date for Hike and Ice Cream) or Pool Noodle Tag 7:30 p.m each night out on the church front lawn fo

(and sidewalk chalk, bubbles) at the church ALL ages. For example, we will decorate and fill @

June 6, 6-8 p.m. Cookie Cake and Year End Celebration; graduating welcome gift bags for Harbor House, put together

seniors will receive gifts (rain or shine at the church) craft bags for families at the YWCA, write cards for é
shut ins, and moreActivities will be spaced out at @

' tables outside, masks will be in place, and the chur
bathroom will be available as needednyone is
welcome for any amount of time on any day!
Senior High Work Project Augus?in Theresa, NY rehabbing a house

with MINC! $50 deposit due upon registratioContact Jen for more

Families of GPC: info.

June6:/ KA f RNB yIemand LdzyeR Wik be in touch with all

families to coordinate participation in the worship serviceisTill be a Senior Slide Show i X )
AdzNLINA &S a3IATFThEE G2 GKS NBad 2F GkKS OoLuQa uUKIFG UAYS 2F eSEN F3IFAYHH YIS
what we are planning. slide show for Children and Youth SundB&jease email her

(binkokecia@gmail.cojrpictures by May 23for them to be includd.
Seniors are Aleigha Binko, Maggie Bracken, Emma Savino, and Carson

Confirmation Class: Wohlers.

Sunday, May 16is Confirmation Sunday where our class will lead
worship!
N/,
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