Update from the COVID Task Force
March 18, 2021
The excitement is building as vaccines are rolling out and people are able to get them! Some
restrictions for businesses and restaurants are becoming less restrictive. Schools are starting to
open for more in person classes. There is optimism and a glimpse of a light at the end of the
tunnel!
On the other hand, there are still concerns about a “fourth surge” in respect to College Spring
Breaks, the different strains of COVID starting to appear in various states, increased travel and
still many arms that need to receive the vaccines.
The COVID Task Force recommended to Session that we re-open the Sunday after the Outdoor
Worship Service being planned on May 30th. This planned re-opening is, of course, subject to
the infection rate continuing to decline and stay below 1.5%. It will also have some restrictions
in place so we will be in compliance with State, Federal and CDC guidelines. While some would
desire to open much sooner, this will give us the extra precaution to be sure there is no surge in
this area, allows for more vaccinations, the weather will be warmer which will allow us to bring
in more fresh air, among other benefits.
Details will follow with the latest requirements as we get closer. We will be addressing Child
Care, Office Hours and what the current restrictions will be implemented. We ask the
community to remember and respect that we all have different comfort levels during this
pandemic, and we will always try to err on the side of safety for everyone concerned.
This has been a long, dark time as some of our church families have lost loved ones or became
seriously ill and are still recovering months later. We grieve with those families who have lost
loved ones and continue to pray for those still recovering from this virus even as we yearn for
the long-awaited reopening. We anticipate continuing to Livestream the service for those who
are enjoying that ability to watch from home and don’t feel comfortable returning to in-person
services.
We remind you that even though the building has been closed, the church work has gone on in
the community and amongst members calling members, keeping in touch with others and
providing assistance for whatever is needed.
The session adopted this recommendation and we will plan on proceeding with this directive.

