
From the Pastor …  
 
February 22 

But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream! Amos 5:24 
 
In our scripture readings for worship yesterday, I was reminded again of the centrality of water to the imagery 
we share about how God is present in the world and what that presence means to us. As we embark on our 
Lent of Listening, I am hearing the pitter patter of a summer rain, the mighty thunder of a storm, the quiet 
burbling of a brook, and I am wondering... Where do we encounter the gentle waters of our baptism flowing 
across our foreheads to remind us of God’s grace and abundant love; where do we hear the crash of the flood 
washing away all that is familiar; where do we hear the mighty roar of the waters of justice rolling on like a 
river; where do we see the life-giving stream bubbling up out of a dry stone; where do we encounter the thirst 
quenching cup that will never leave us thirsty again? Even in our wilderness time, God remains present in our 
world, reaching out with life-giving love and grace to lift us beyond the perils we encounter into God’s divine 
embrace. Do you hear the water of life? Where is it falling in your life? 
  
February 15 
This week, we celebrate Ash Wednesday and prepare to enter a Lent of Listening, a time to intentionally listen 
for God’s call on our hearts and to experience the reality of a God who both listens to our lives and invites us 
to listen to the lives of others.  Lent has traditionally been a time of fasting and we often hear people talking 
about what they have given up for Lent.  This year, I invite us to consider both a fasting and a feasting 
response to this time of holy preparation.  What can we give up that will open the way for a closer connection 
to the One who will not let us go?  What can we feast on that will remind us of God’s abundant provision?  By 
fasting from those things that deny life and feasting instead on those things that embody God’s new creation, 
we prepare ourselves to respond to God’s call to build this new community where all are welcome; all can 
flourish; all are loved.  Attached is a link to a new song by Amanda Udis-Kessler inviting us to ponder this fast 
and feast.  I offer it to you as a small gift of devotional time with God as you start your week. 
The Fast that Love has Chosen by Amanda Udis-Kessler 
  
February 8 
Rev. Laura is on study leave this week.  She will return on Monday, February 15.  You can read all of her past 
weekly messages & Harbinger notes on this page. 
 
You can also revisit any of the devotional videos that may have had a positive, uplifting impact on you. 
  
February 1 

“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people.” 
Deuteronomy 18:15 

 
Yesterday, we heard Moses make this promise to the Israelites as they stood poised to enter the promised 
land, knowing that Moses would not go with them. What a moment that must have been for the people of 
God, stepping into the unknown and simultaneously losing the one whom they had counted on for a 
generation of wandering the wilderness. As we too stand at the edge of the wilderness of an upended world, it 
is only natural to wonder where the prophetic voices of our time will come from.  How will we recognize the 
voices God will raise up to lead us into a new time of God’s promise? We know that a prophet like Moses is 
someone who knows God face to face, who speaks the words God gives him and who never forsakes God for 
idols.  We know that as Christ’s body in the world, we reflect Jesus’ teachings when we follow the path of love 
and justice, listening deeply to one another and offering compassion and words of truth. What if we, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXkaVEMha2I&feature=youtu.be
https://gatespres.org/giving/stewardship/


collectively as Jesus’ body in the world, as Christ’s church, are the new voice of God’s prophetic word? What 
does it mean for us to be the prophets that God is raising up – what is God leading us to live out in the new 
world that is forming in the shell of the old? Let us look around us this week for the small buds of new life that 
God is creating in our wilderness. 
  
February 2021 Harbinger 

 

28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For 

my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30 
 
Our Book of Common Worship suggests this short passage as appropriate for ordaining and installing the 
elders and deacons in our church, something we gathered in community to do just a couple of weeks ago. I am 
struck this year, as we grow deeply weary with the burdens of the pandemic, the brokenness of racial 
injustice, and the pain of deep national divisions, by how much we need God’s yoke right now, and how much 
we long for that burden to be easy. 
 
Last month, we spent several weeks reflecting on lectionary texts that offered insight into what it looks like to 
be called by God, what it means to do God’s work in the world, and how we can discern what God really 
desires for God’s creation. Each of us has unique gifts to offer our community; gifts that allow us to collectively 
carry out our work as the body of Christ amidst the brokenness of our world. What a difficult and discouraging 
job it can be. Sometimes to do God’s work is simply to sit with one who mourns, to offer practical assistance 
to one who suffers, to proclaim hope to one who is ready to give up. Other times, we are asked to gather our 
courage to speak words of truth that will not be welcomed, or to publicly witness to actions that grieve the 
heart of God, or to hold ourselves accountable for sins we would prefer not to see. God’s call encompasses 
our entire lives – we do not just pay attention on Sundays or during mid-week Bible studies. We are called to 
notice constantly where the Spirit is nudging us to listen, or speak, or act. 
 
This year, especially, we as people of faith have the special responsibility, burden and opportunity to model a 
new way forward for our community. While others are arguing, we can engage in deep listening. While others 
are focusing on fear and scarcity, we can focus on God’s hope and abundance. While others are seeking to 
harden divisions, we can welcome conversations engaging multiple perspectives. We are called to be God’s 
hands and feet in our world. We are called to embody radical welcome and steadfast, abundant love. We are 
called to see beyond divisions to possibilities, beyond pain to reconciliation, beyond grief to hope. 
 
Yes, we are weary. Yes, the burden seems anything but light. And yes, God continues to walk with us along this 
confused and rocky road. The invitation of our faith, is to lay down the burdens of our fear and our weariness 
and to take up the promise of hope and new life.  Jesus does not promise that the path is easy. He does not 
promise that we will always succeed. But he does promise that we will not walk this way alone. Let us take the 
yoke upon us, and let us rest in him as we journey forward together. 
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