
From the Pastor …  
 
August 31, 2020 
This week, my Australian family added me to their WhatsApp group chat. Every evening, each member creates 
a tiny video about the best moment in their day. What a gift it has been to me, finding all these little slices of 
joy in my mailbox when I wake up each morning. The practice has invited me to notice and be grateful for the 
small things which might otherwise have passed me by. Yesterday, in worship, we thought together about 
what it means to stand on holy ground, to encounter God’s presence calling out to us, and to listen for God’s 
commandments about how we should live out our faith. Paying attention to the small things as I create my 
video contributions, reveals moments when I am standing on holy ground. This family connection project has 
also served to connect me with my God. So, today, I am wondering, when do you find yourself unexpectedly 
encountering God – where is your holy ground? 
 
August 24, 2020 
Last week, I had the joy of joining other church leaders from around the country for the Vital Congregations 
Initiative annual gathering. I was surprised by the feeling of fellowship created over chat streams and across 
square after square of tiny faces. We heard stories from other congregations and shared the joys and 
challenges of engaging in the deep work of transformation and renewal. I was reminded how well we humans 
adapt when we face change that we cannot avoid. Even as the audio failed and our speaker’s voice broke up, 
or participants forgot to mute their microphones and we were treated to unexpected barks and ringing 
phones, most of us found ourselves smiling and practicing a patience and understanding that we might not 
have been so ready to offer in months gone by. This pandemic is teaching me to hold things loosely, to 
embrace the messiness of trying something new, to focus on what is important and to be thankful for each 
small moment of joy or compassion or fellowship I encounter. This week, my prayer for our community is that 
we can lean into this time of trial with open hearts that recognize the gifts that God, even now, is sending into 
our midst. 
 
August 17, 2020 
This week, as I sat in my home office, zooming with many of you, preparing my sermon, recording our Sunday 
worship, and writing e-mails, I was blessed by repeated visits from a beautiful, brilliantly colored goldfinch 
who found the thistles outside my window irresistible. Watching my visitor's bobbing head as he worked 
intently to gather thistle down, I was reminded of the great beauty found in the small details of God's 
creation. The flash of his bright yellow wings caught my attention every time he landed and brought a smile to 
my face no matter what I was doing. As we begin another week of what has become, for many,  an endless 
parade of undistinguished days, let us look around us for the unexpected marks of God's presence in our 
midst, small reminders that, no matter what uncertainty may surround us, our faithful God will abide with us 
even in the smallest details of our lives. 
 
August 10, 2020 
As I near the end of my first week, I am filled with gratitude for all of you. I have been energized by your 
conversation and warmth during our zoom office hours. I have been inspired by your hard work and vision as I 
have joined various team meetings. I have been lifted up by your encouraging words of welcome. As I 
prepared my first sermon for you, I had the opportunity to ponder the deep well of God's presence in the 
midst of the chaos that currently fills much of our lives. Once again, I was reminded that God comes to us in 
the silent spaces of our deepest being, the quiet corners of our lives that may also contain doubt or fear. What 
a joy to have a God that does not forsake us in these moments of uncertainty. I look forward to leaning into 
God's presence as we move forward into our new ministry together. 
 



August 3, 2020 
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert. Isaiah 43:19. 
This week, we begin our new ministry together. While the midst of a pandemic cannot be the setting any of us 
imagined as the backdrop for our new partnership, I look forward to the creative ways we will find to connect 
and thrive as we embrace the new thing that God will call us to imagine together. I look forward to gathering 
in virtual worship, visiting with you during Zoom office hours, joining the many meetings as the work of the 
church continues, and otherwise diving into the vibrant life of the Gates community. As I find my way in this 
strange pandemic reality, I offer my gratitude in advance for the grace you may extend me as I sink into the 
community and begin to learn what it means to serve alongside you. 
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